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* 4p explanation of the confeſsion of Faith. 
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Sefl. V IIL eAuguſt 7.1639. 


MM aſter George Grahame his 
renouncing and abjuring of 
Epiſcopacte_. 


The which day there was given in to the Aſſembly , direi# from Maſter 
George Grahame, f cores pretcnded Biſhop of Orknay , an ab- 
juration of Epiſcopacie, ſubſcribed with his hand , which was pub- 
lickly read in audience of the Aſſembly, and thereafter they ordained 
the ſame to be regiſtrate in the Aſſembly Books ad perpetuam rei me- 
moriam, whereof the tenor followes. 


————O al and ſundry whom it effeirs , to 
My whoſe knowledge theſe preſents ſhall 
come, ſpecially to the reverend and ho- 
nourable Members of the furure Afſem- 
bly to be holden at Zdinbwrzh the 
twelfth day of <a_ 1639. years : Me 
Maſter George Grahame , ſometime 5 an 
tended Biſhop of 0rknay, being ſorry 
and grieved at my heart that I ſhould 
ever forany worldly reſpet, have em- 
braced the order of Epiſcopacie, the ſame having no warrant 
from the Word of God , and being ſuch an order,as hath had ſen-"- 
ſibly many fearfull and evill conſequences in many parts of Chri- 
ſtendome, and particularly within the Kirk of Scotland, as by dole- 
tulland deplorable experience this day is manifeſt, to have _ 
A 2 meaz 


2 T he General Aſſembly, 162. 

med, like as I by the tenor hereof doe alrogether diſclaime and ab- 
jure all Epiſcopall power and juri{di&tion, with the whole corrup- 
tions thereof , condemned by lawfull Afſemblies within the ſaid 
Kirk of Scotland, in regard the fame is ſuch an order as is alſo abju- 
red within the ſaid Kirk , by vertue of that Nattonall Oath which 
was made inthe years 1580. and 1581. promifing and ſwearing by 
the great Name ofthe Lord our God , Thar I ſhall never whiles I 
live, dire&ly nor indire&tly , exerce any ſuch power within the 
Kirk , neither yet ſhall I ever approve or allow the ſame , not ſo 
much as in my private or publicke diſcourſe : But on the contrary, 
ſhall ſtand and adhere to all the Acts and Conſtitutions of the late 
Aſſembly holden ar Glaſgow the 2 1.0f November,1638. laſt by-paſt, 
and ſhall concurre tothe uttermoſt of my power, ſincerely and 
faithfully, as occaſion ſhall offer, in executing the ſaids As , and 


in advancing the Work of Reformation within this Land, to the 


olory of God.the peace of the Countrey, and the comfort and con- 
tentment of all good Chriſtians, as God ſhall be my help. In teſtt- 
mony of the which premiſles 1s; ſubſcribed thir prefents with 
my hand at Breekyes in Strof#nes , the eleventh day of February, the 
year of God 1639. years, Before thir witneſſes , Maſter Walter 
Stewart, Miniſter at Southronnaldſay , Maſter Fames Heynd, Miniſter 
at K:irkwall, Maſter Robert Peirſon,Miniſter at Firth, and Matter Pa- 
trick Grahame,Minifter at Holme, my ſon. 


MC 


Sefl VILE. 17. eAvg. 1639. 


Att containing the cauſes and remedie of the 
by-gone evils of this Kirk. 


J's; ge Kings Majeſtie having gratiouſly declared, 
22d I bat it is His Royall will and pleaſure , that all 
2/5 queſtions about Religion -, we pounce Eccleſia- 
WH ſticall be determined by Aſſemblies of the Kirk, 

” Warp baving allo by publicke Proclamation indicted 
>> chis free nationall Aſſembly for ſettling the pre- 

Et ſent diſtraction of this Kirk , and for eſtabliſhing a 
perfe& peace , againſt ſuch diviſions and diſorders as have been 
fore difpleaſing to His Majeſtie , and grievous to all His good 
SubjeRts. And now His Majeſties Commiſttoner Fohn Earle of 
Traquair , inſtrufted and authorized with a full Commiſſion, being 
preſent,8 fitting in this Afſembly,now fully conveened and order- 
ly conſtitute in all the members thereof, according to the order of 


this Kirk, having at large declaredHis Majeſties zeal to the refor- 


med Religion , and His Royall care and render affection to this 


Kirk , where his Majeſtic had both His Birth and Baprtiſme , His 
great diſpleaſure at the manifold diſtractions and diviſions of this 
' | Kirk 


\, 
5 


* 


( , 


T ke General Aſſembly, 164.2. 3 
Kirk and Kingdome , and His defiresto have all our wounds per- 
te&tly cured with a fair and fatherly hand : And although in the 
way approven by this Kirk , tryall hath beenraken in former Aſ- 
ſemblies before from the. Kirk regiſters , to our full {arisfaction, 
yet the Commiſſioners Grace making particular inquiry from the 
members ofthe Aſſembly , now ſolemnly conveened , concerning 
the reall and true cauſes of ſo many and great evils as this time 
paſt had ſo fore troubled the peace of this Kirk and Kingdome, 
It was repreiented to His Majeſties Commiſſioner by this Aﬀem- 
bly , That beſide many other, the main and moſt materiall cauſes 
were firſt , The preſſing of-this Kirk by the prelates with a ſervice 
Book , or Book of Common Prayer , without warrand or di- 
retion from the Kirk , and containing beſide the Popiſh frame 
thereof,divers Popith errorsand ceremonies,and the ſeeds of mani- 
told grofle ſuperſtitions and idolatry, with a Book of Canons, 
without warrand or direQion from the Generall Aſſembly , eſta- 
bliſhing a tyrannicall power over the Kirk in the perſon of Bi- 
ſhops , and overthrowing the whole diſcipline and government 
ofthe Kirk by Aſſemblies , witha Book of Conſecrationand Or- 
dination , without warrand of Authoritic , Civill or Eccleſiaſti- 
call, appointing offices in the houſe of God , which are not war- 


ranted by the Word of God, and repugnant to the diſcipline and 


Ads of our Kirk, and withthe High Commiſſion , ere&ed with- 
out the conſent of the Kirk , ſubverting the juriſdi&tion and ordi. 
narie Judicatories of this Kirk , and giving to perſons meerly Ec- 
cleſiaſticall , the power of both ſwords , and to perſons meerly 
Civill , the power of the Keyes and Kirk-cenſures. A ſecond 
cauſe was the Articles of Perth , viF. the obſervation of Feſtivall 
dayes , kneeling atthe Communion , Confirmation, Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments in private places, which are brought in 
by a null Aſſembly , and are contrary to the Confeſſion of Faith, 
as it was meant and ſubſcribed _Azzo 1580. and divers times 
ſince , and ro the order and conſtitutions of this Kirk. Thirdly, 
the changing of the government of the Kirk, from the Aſſemblies 
ofthe Kirk to the perſons of ſome Kirk-men , uſurping prioritie 
and power over their Brethren , by the way, and under the name 
of Epiſcopall government, againſt the Conteſſion of Faith , 1580. 
againſt the order ſet down in the Book of Policy , and againſt the 
intention and conſtitution of this Kirk from the beginning. 
Fourthly the Civill places and power of Kirk-men, their fitting in 
Seflion, Councell and Exchequer , their Riding , Sitting , and 
voting in Parliament, and their fitting inche Bench as Juſtices of | 
peace, which according tothe conſtitutions of this Kirk are in- 
compatible with their {pirituall ſanQion , lifting them up above 
their Brethren in worldly pompe , and do tend to the hinderance 


of the Miniſtrie. Fiftly the keeping and authorizing corrupt Af- 


ſemblies at Lizlithzow , 1606. and 1608. At Glaſgow , 1610. 
At Aberdene , 1616. At S. Andrews , 1617. At Perth , 1618. 
| - which 


4 The General Aſſembly, 16 29. 


which are null and unlawtull , as being called and conſtitute quite 
contrary to the order and conſtitutions of this Kirk received and 
practiſed ever ſince the Reformation of Religion , and withall la- 
bouring to introduce novations into this Kirk , againſt ti;e order 
and Religion eſtabliſhed, A f1xth cauſe is the want of lawfull and 
tree Generall Aſſemblies , rightly conſtitute of Paſtors, Doctors, 
ind Elders yearly, or oftner pro re nata, according to the libertie 
--: this Kirk, expreſſed in the Book of Policy , and acknowledged 
7 the Act of Parliament, 1592. After which the whole Aſem- 
ly in one heart and voyce did declare, that theſe and ſuch other, 
pioceecing trom theneglect and breach of the Nationall Covenant 
of this Kuk and Kingdome , made in <A , 1580. have been 
inccecd the true and maine cauſes of all our evils and diſtractions. 
£ nd therefore ordaine,according to the conſtitutions of the Gene- 
2 Afemblies of this Kirk : and upon the grounds reſpedtive a- 
.ove-ſpecified, That the foreſaid ſervice Book , Books of ca- 
2011S, and Ordination, and the High Commiſſion; be ſtill rejeed : 
T hat che Articles of Perth be no more practiſed : That Epiſco- 
pall Government , and the Civill places and power of Kirk-men 
be holden ſtill as unlawfull in this Kirk: That the above-named 
pretended Aſſemblies, Ar Linlithgow , 1606. and 1608. At 
Glaſzow , 1610. At Aberdene , 1616. At S. Andrews , 1617. 
Ar Perth, 1618. be hereafter accompred as null , and of none ct- 
fet. And thar for preſervation of Religion , and preventing all 
ſuch evils in time-coming , Generall Aſſemblies rightly conſtitute, 
as the proper and competent judge of all matters Eccleſiaſticall, 
hereafter be kept yearly, and oftner , pro 7c nata , as occaſion and 
neceſtity ſhall require ; The neceſſity of theſe occaſionall Af- 
ſemblies being firſt remonſtrate to His Majeſtie by humble ſuppli- 
cation - As alſo that Kirk Seſſions, Presbyteries and Synodall Af- 
ſemblies , be conſtitute and obſerved , according to the order of 
this Kirk. L 
After the voycing of the Act ( anent the cauſes of our by-gone evils ) 
Hws eMajeſtics Commiſiioner conſented verbally to the ſaid CA, 
and promiſed to give into the Clerk in writ , the Declaration of His 
conſent , and that he ſhould ratifie this Act in the enſuing Parliament. 


The General Aenbla,n642. : 
Sell, AVILL 26. Aug. 1639. 


8 approving an old Regiſter 0 the, . 
re "General Aſſembly. 7 


The whole Aſſembly ( upon the report made to them anent the old Regiſt er 
; of the Aſſembly? zotten fram Miſter John'Rig)' all in one vo;t? 3 13, 
* proved the ſaid Regiſter, and ordained the ſame to » make faith in jad 
ment, gud outwith itt all time coming,as atrue and authentick Regiſter 
"of the Kirk of 'Scotlajid, confornze to thi teitimonie ſubſcribed F the 
- Commitice;1 z0 be a in the Books of A Jon? oh the tet or 


.F olloweth,' ; 


Sh Es PO Forſameikle as the late Generall 
52 Aflembly holden at Glaſeow, gave power and commiſit- 
E89-=< on tous, To peruſe,examine, and tognolce upon the va- 
W942 29 liditic ,taith , and ſtrength of the books and Regiſters of 
' the Aſſetnbly, particularly ſet down inthe Commiſhon given to us 
thereanent : According whereunto we did carefully view ,' peruſe, 
and conſider the ſaids Reniſters,and gave our teſtimony thereof un- 
der our hands,of the validitieand ſufficiencie of the ſamine, to the 
ſaid Generall Aſſembly. And now having a new Commiſſion g1- 
ven to us fromthe Generall {Aſſembly now preſently*conveened 
and ſitting at Edinbirgh,To peruſe,examine,and cognoſce upon the 
validitie; faith and ſtrength of another Regiſter of the Aſſembly, 
which was not'fet down and fecommeridedto us by the ſaid former 
Commiſſion, which Regiſter begingentl at the Aſſembly holden at 
Edinburgh the ſixth day of March 1572.andendeth atthe Aſſembly 
likewiſe holden at Edinburgh 1573. we have carefully viewe 
petulſed, & conſidered the i id Regiſter : And being deeply and'ma 
turely adviſed , as ina matter of greateſt weight and conſequeri 
doe atteſt before God , , and upon our conſciences declare to. the 
world, and this preſent” Aiſemb ly, Thatthe ſaid Regiſter : above ex- 
preſt,is: 1 famous.,authentick, mY; To Regiſter, which ought co be 
F: reputed, and have public <& faith it in judgement and outwith , as 2 
valid and true Recordiih all things, 'And findes the ſameto be ofthe 
lame hand-vrrit, and ſubſcribed] by the ſame Clerk of the Generall 
Aſſembly , as divers of the ſaid other Regiſters ( formerly per- 
uſed by Us ) are . And inteſtimonie of our ſolemne affirmation; 
we have ſubſcribedtheſepreſents with our hands; at Edinburgh the 
day of FP 1639: 


A& 
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Act Seſſ. XIX. Aug. 27. 1639. 


A approving the depoſition of the Miniſters 
by the (,ommittees. 


He Aſſembly.after the receiving of the whole reports 
from the Committees , appointed for reviſing of the 
YES FA proceſſes and-ſentences, led, deduced, and pronounced 

| CT So before, and by the ſeverall Commiffions granted by 
LE=2=>) the Afſembly ar Glaſgow , Allin one voice approved 
the {aids whole proceſſes as orderly proceeded , and the whole {en- 
rences pronouncedthereintill, as juſt and lawfull decrees, without 
rejudiceof any favour that can be ſhowne to any perſon or per- 
Fows: againſt whom the ſaid ſentences are pronounced upon their 
ſupplications, or of Juſtice toſuch as complaine of their proceſle, 
and offers to reduce the fame -upon whatſoever reaſon competent, 
-by the Conſtitutions of this Kirk and Kingdome, before the Gene- 
rall Afſembly,and the Commiſſioners thereof, they being appoin- 
ted for that effect. 


AR Self.” XX. 28. Aug. 1639. 


Act anent recerving of. depoſed 
Miniſters. 


FP He which day the Generall Aſſembly upon the report of 

2 the Committees anent theſe who are depoſed by -Sy- 
the 2 nods, Doe make this Generall A, recommending to 
Pez the Synods all theſe who are depoled before them for 


ſubſcribing ofthe Declinator, and reading of the Service-Book, 


and for no other grofſe cauſe , That upon their true repentance and 
ſubmiſſion to the Conſtitutions of this Kirk, and upon their purga- 
tion and clearnefle from any grofſe Faults laid ro their charge in 
any new procefſe againſt them , they may be found by the Synods 
capable of the Miniſterie, when God grants them an ordinary and 
I2wfull calling by admiffion trom the Presbyrerie, either in the 
Church they tervec in before, orin any other Church. 


AQ 


©, Act Self. XXL." 29. Jug. 1639. "7 1 
©. Aft anent the keeping of the Lords Day... || 


The 'generall A (ſerzbl y recommenaeth to the ſevverall Presbygerics- the 

 / execution of the old Acts of Aſſembly, againſt the breach of the Sab- 

bath day, by going of Mylnes, Salt-Pannes, Salmona-fiſhing, 'or any 

+ fuch like labour ;, andto this end revives and renewes the Art. of the 

Aſſembly holden at Haly-rudehouſe, 1602. Seſſ. 5 . whereof the tenor 
 fallowes: Ws | | 


We2 He Afembly conſidering that'the conventions of the 
4 As People,ſpecnlly on the Sabbath.day are very rarein ma- 
V9 ny places, by diitraction of-labour , not onely in.harveſt 
5@g and {ced-time,bur alſo every Sabbath, by fiſhing both of 
white fiſh,and Salmond-fiſhing , and in going of Mylnes. There- 
+ forethe Aſſembly dilchargeth and 'inhibiterh all 'ſych labour of | 
fiſbing, as well white fiſh, as Salmond-fiſh.,. and going of-Mylnes 
of alttorts upon the Sabbath , under the-pain-ofincurring the cen- 
ſures of the Kirk :: And ordaines the Commiſſioners/of this Aſſem- 
bly, ro.mean the ſame to His Majeſtie, and to deſire thata pecuniall 
paine may be injoyned upon the contraveeners of this preſent A. 


/ 
Pr / t - 


Act Sel, XXII. 29. 4ug.1639: ameridie: - 
L939 TO NNIIDAT 1: PROS! 


Articles and Overtures approved 
bole dens, 


1? 


2297 Harſome Commilsioners be appointed to viſit and 


#- * 4 od w 


ECLA 0588 peruſe the whole Aﬀts' of Generall*' Aflemblies, and 
4 ie 


That courſe may be taken tor reſtraining of people from paſsing 
to Erglandto marry,which isthe occaſion of greatinconveniences. 


7 he Aſſembly alloweth this article, and regommends to the Parlia- 
ment, that they would appoint a pecuniall ſumme to be payed by 
the contravecnrs. 


B That 
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8 oHhe Genes al Afentily, 639- 


 Thatthe Acts for furniſhing expences to Commiſſioners , ſent 
by the Presbyteriesto the General + a; and ſent in Com- 
miſſion by-Generall Aſſemblies, may be explained ; And it be de- 
clared, thatall ſuch Commiſſioners whatſoever , by their ſtipends 
may be furniſhed by the Kirks of the Presbyterie, according to the 
order ſet down in the Act ofthe Jaſt Aſſembly , ſince the errand is 
'commion,and the benefit concerneth all and that order may-be'ta- 
ken, how'that an expedient voluntaxie courſe,chought fir bythe A(- 
fembly , ſhall by adviſe of Partament, have the force of a laws. for 
compelling theſe to pay who are ſtenred , borh tor the laſb andthis 
Aﬀembly.,and in time to come. | | 

The Aſſembly allowes this article , and referres the fame tothe 

Parliament. © ana 


That the Sefsion-Books of every Paroch be preſented once a 
year tothe Presbyteries, that they may be tryed by them. , 
The Aﬀembly alloweth this article. 


'  Thatthe Ac of the 38. Aſembly at Edinburgh , October 24. 
1598. Sefſ.$. ordaining Minifters who are depoſed, to be charged 
nader the pain of excommunication,to dimirt their places,that they 
ray: be unqueſtionably vacand, may now be renewed. | 
- The Aſſembly alloweth this article, and remits the ſame to the 
Parliament. © | 


The Aſſembly would revive or renew att former As of Aﬀen- 
bly againſt Papiſts, an&excommunicate perfons , againſt haunters 
with them,and receivers of them. | : 

The. Afſexubly allonecth this artiche. 


That an uniforme Catechiſme may be appointed to be uſed 
throughout this whole Kingdome, in the examinations before the 


Communion. 
The Aſſembly. allometh thts ariicle. OO 
hat af Miniſters or Intrants prefented ro Kirks,be tryed before 


their admifsion,ifthey be : > crop forthe phacesto which they are 
preſented, befides the ordinary tryalls of ExpeRants before their 
entrieto the Minifterie, Fe 


. The Aſſembly. allaweth this article. 


Seſl D 


T he Generall Aſſembly, 1639. '9 
Sefl. XAIII. 3o. Aug. 1639. 
The Supplication of the Generall Aſſembly to the 


Kings eM ajeſties Commiſtoner , Concerning 


the Book called, I he large Declaration. 


. WH, 

{®@//, , « » . ; 

Re Burghe y00 Univerſities, for which we are Com- 
7) mifli 


by to ſhew his diſlike thereof: Next to give Commiſſion and war- 
rant,Tocite all ſuch parties as are either knowne or ſuſpe& to have 
had hand in it , and to appoint ſuch as His Majeſtie knowes to be 
either authors, informers, or any. wayes acceſlarie, being Natives 
of this Kingdome, To be ſent hither to abide their tryall and cen- 
ſure before the Judge Ordinary, and in ſpeciall Maſter Walter Bal- 
canquell,now Deane of Durhame , who is known and hath profeſ- 
ſed to be the anthor , ar leaſt avower and maintainer of a great part 
thereof, that by their exemplar puniſhment, others may be deterred 
from ſuch dangerous courſes , as in ſuch a way to raiſe {edition be- 
twixt the King and His Subjects , Gods honour may be vindicate 
from ſo high contempt, His Majeſties juſtice may appear, not only 
in cutting away ſuch Maleta@ors , but in diſcouraging all ſuch 
under-miners of His throne, His loyall and loving Subjects ſhall be 
infinitely contented to he cleared before the world of ſo falſe and 
unjuſt imputations , and will live hereafter in the greater ſecuritie, 
when ſo dangerous a courſe of ſedition is prevented , and fo will 
have the greater and greater cauſe to pray for His Majeſties long 


and proſperous Reigne. 


His Majeſties Commiſsioner in Councell having received the ſaid Sup- 
plication, promiſed to impart the ſame to His Majeſty, and to re- 
port his diligence therein. "$5 WM 


, | : -  Bg The 


10 T he Generall Aſſembly, 16359. 


The Supplication of the Aſſembly to His = M aje- 
fties High Commiſdioner , and the Loras of _ 
ſecret Councell. 


Sie the Generall Aſſembly,conſidering with all humble 


Je and thankfull acknowledgement , the many recent 
W 72 favours beſtowed upon us by His Majeſtic , and thar 
LSE there reſteth nothing for crowning of His Majeſties 
> incomparable goodneſſe towards us , but that all the 

members of this Kirk and Kingdome bejoyned in one andthe ſame 
Confeſſion and Covenant with God , with the Kings Majeſtie, 
and amongſt our ſelves : And conceiving the main lett and 1mpe- 
diment to this ſo good a work , and ſo much wiſhed by all ,- ro 
have been the Informations made to His Majeſtie , of our Intenti- 
ons to ſhake off civill and duerifull obedience due to Soveratgnty, 
and to diminiſh the Kings greatneſle and authorttte , and being moſt 
willing and deſirous to remove this and all ſuch impediments 
which may hinder andimpede ſo full and perfe& an Union, and for 
clearing of our loyaltie , WE E inourown names, and in 
name of all the reſt of the Subjects and Congregations whom we 
repreſent , do now in all humility repreſent to your Grace , His 
Majeſties Commiſſioner , and the Lords of His Majeſties moſt 
Honourable Privie Councell , and declares before God and the 
world , that we never had, nor have any thought of with-drawing 
our ſelves from that humble and duerifull obedience to His Maje- 
ſtie, and to His government, which by the deſcent and under the 
reigne of 107. Kings , is moſt chearfully acknowledged by us 
and our predeceſſors : and that we never had , nor have any inten- 
tionnordefire to attempt any thing that may tend to the diſhonour 
of God', orthediminution of the Kings greatnefle and authoritie: _ 
But on the contrary, acknowledging our quictneſle , ſtabilitie and 
happineſle ro depend upon the ſafety of the Kings Majeſties Per- 


, ſon, and maintenance of His greatneſle and royall authority who 


is Gods Vice-gerent ſet overus : for the maintenance of Religion 
and miniſtration of Juſtice , Wee have ſolemnly ſworn and do 
{weare , not only our mutuall concurrence and affiſtance for the 
cauſe of Religion , and tothe uttermoſt of our power , with our: 
meanes and lyes, to ſtand to the defence of our dread Soveratgne, 
his perſon and authority, in the preſervationand defence of the true 
Religion, Liberties and Lawes of this Kirk and Kingdome, butalſo 
in every cauſe which may concerne His Majeſttes honour, ſhall ac- 
cording to the Lawes of this Kingdome, and the duties of good 
Subje&s, concurre with our friends and followers in quiet man- 
ner , or in Awmes , as we ſhall be required of His Majeſtie ,\His 
Councell , or any having his authority. And therefore being 


moſt deſirous to clear our ſelves of all imputation of this kinde,and 
| followmg 
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The Generall Aſſembly, =” I; 


_ following the laudable example of our predeceflours,1589.do moſ- 


humbly ſupplicate your Grace , His Majeſties Commiſſioner , anc 
the Lords of His Majeſties moſt honourable Privie C@euncell , tc 
enjoyn by Actof Councell , that this Confeſſion and Covenant, 
which , asa teſtimony of our fidelity to G O ÞD,, and loyaltie 
to our King , we have ſubſcribed , be ſubſcribed by all His Maje- 
ſties Subjects , of what rankeand quality ſoevyer. | | 


m—__ hm ” OT EI” tte d 


©2Xdod8gHe which day in preſence of the Lord Commiſſio- 
ITO ner , and Loinkof Privie Councell , compeired 
SE T 8% perſonally Fohn Earle of Rothes , Fames Farle of 
IN Montroſe,FohnLord Lowdoun,Sir George Stirling of 
& LD Keir Knight,Sir Will;ias Douglas of Cavers Knight, 
L Sor Sir Henry Wood of Bonytoun Knight , Fohn Smyth 
Burgeſlſe of .Edinburgh , Mr. Robert Barclay Proveſt of Irwing, 
Mr. Alexander Henderſon Miniſter at Edinburgh , and Mr. CAr- 
chbald Fohnſtoun Clerk to the Generall Afembly , and in the name 
of the preſent fitting Generall Aſſembly ,*gave in to the Lord 
Commiſhoner and Lords of Privie Councell, the Petition above 
written z which being read , heard , and conſidered by the faids 
Lords, they have ordained, and ordain the ſame to be inſert and 
regiſtrate in the bookes of Privie Councell , and according to the 
deſire thereof, ordaines the ſaid Confeſhon and Covenant to be 
ſubſcribed in time coming by all His Majeſties Subjects of this 
Kingdome , of what ranke and quality ſoever. 


his {os | gt _ 
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| TheGenerall Aſembly, 1639. 
The Kings Majeſties Commiſvioners 


Declarations. 


@23 He which day His Majeſties Commiſſioner,and Lords of 
Ns Councell.,after the receiving of the Supplication of the 
8... Generall Aſſembly,anent the ſabſcribing of the Cove- 
WORD nant , having returned to the Aſſembly , His Majeſties 
Commiſſioner in name ofthe Councell,declared; that he had recei- 
 vedthe Supplicationof the Afſembly , defiring that the Covenant 
might receive the force of an A of Councell, to be ſubſcribed by 
all His Majeſties Subjecs.,that they had found the defire ſo fair and 
reaſonable,that they conceived themſelves bound in duety to grant 
the ſame; and thereupon have made an Ac of Councell to thit ef- 
fe : and thart there reſted now the Act of Aﬀembly. And that he 
himſelf was ſo fully ſatisfied , that he came now as His Majeſties 
Commiſſioner to conſent fully unto it:and that he was moſt willing 
that it ſhould be enacted here in this Aſſembly , to oblige all His 
Majeſties Subjects ro ſubſcribe the ſaid Covenant, with the Aſſem- 
blies explanation. And becauſe there was a third thing deſired, His 
ſubſcriprion as the Kings Commiſhoner,unto the Covenant, which 
he behooved to do, with a Declaration in writ, and he declared as a 
Subje& , he ſhould ſubſcribe che Covenant as ſtrictly as any , with 
the Aſſemblies Declaratton , but as His Majeſties Commiſſioner in 
his name he behooved to prefix to his ſubſcription.the Declaration 
following,which no Scots Subject ſhould ſubſcribe, or have the be- 
nefitof , no not himſelf as Earle of Traquair. The tenor whereof 
follows: as | 
EYRE Feing this-Afſembly, according tothe laudabſe 
ES forme and cuſtome heretofore kept in the like caſes, 


Ns His Majeſties Commitſlioner , and the Lords of His 


bed by His Majeſties Father of bleſſed memory 1580, 1581, 1590. 
and oftner fince renewed. Therefore I as His Majeſties Commiſſi- 
oner, for the full ſatisfa&tion of the Subjects, and for ſettling a per- 
te&t Peace in Churchand Kingdome , doe according to my fore- 
ſfaids Declaration & Subſcription, ſubjoyned to the Act of this Al- 
{embly of the date the 17. of this inſtant.allow and conſent that the 
Covenant be ſubſcribed throughout all this Kingdome. In wit- 
nes whereof I have ſubſcribed the premilles. 

Like 


T he General den 1099; 1 


Like as His Atajefties Cammiſoiorier ; read ail 
. gavein the Declaration! following of his-can- 


ent to the AF of the « Aftembly x7. Au utt, 
urn > 


ep Fon Earle of T ragiairy,' His Majeſties Cbinmil 
PAR loner in this preſent Aflembly,'doein HisMaje- 
TO) 
SO ſttes Name declare. that norwiliſtanding "of His 
WEeA Majeſties own inclination” L. "and many'ot ergrave 
A Ax nd weightie conſiderations , yet fuck is His Mx- 
rh ASOLE incomparable eoodrefe ; Thar for ferrling 
the Dretent attractions, and giving ful fatisfationto the Subje@, 
He doth allow, lhke as T His Majeſties Commuiffiotter doe confehtr 
to the foreſaid AR, and have ſybſcribedithe premiſes, 


Like as His Mageflies I auuniianer', read. and 
gave m the Declaration fol mw 


3653 T is abi hexeby Jeckived by me His Majelties 
> 7 > Commrſſtoner , That the adtice ofthe) premiſfes,pro- 
8, © =2 hibiced within this Kirk an Kingdome , Curr the 
SPYgHe Kingdome of Scotland, Ot neveths nor inferre cen- 

| fore againſt the practices onwith the Kingdome': which when the 
Commiſſioner required to be inſert inthe Rep iſter ofthe Kirk, and 

the Moderator in name of the Aﬀembly”, refuſed to give warrant 
for inch practice, as not agreeable: with a good conſcience, His 

Grace urged, thatit ſhould be recorded; at leaſt that he made ſuch 

a Declaration, whatſoever wasthe Aſſemblies Judgement in the 

contrair : And ſo it.is to be underſtood to be inſert here onely 


votitative. 


i & das the ſubſcription of the -—_ efeion 
of Fauth and Covenant, with the Aſſem- 
blies Declaration. 


RY He Generall Aſſembly  conlidexing the great > 
Y © 26-.which may flow 20h a full and Se Union of this 
Leal Kirk and Kingdome , by joyning;of all in,oneand the 

PF4-'9 fame Covenant with God , with the Kings Majeſtic, 
and amongſt our ſelves , having by our great Oath declared the 


uprightneſſc and loyalty of ourintentions in all our procetnge 
a 


14- Þhe General Aſſembly, 1639. 

and having withall ſupplicated His Majeittes high Commuſsioner, 
\and the Lords ot His Majeſties honourable Privie Couneell , co in- 
joyn by. At bf Councell., all the Lieges in tive coming to ſub- 
ſcribe the Confefsion'of fuirh'8: Covenant; which as a teftmmogny of 
our fidelity 6) Gpdans Qraric ro ouf\King, we have ſubſcribed ; 


'Andſteing His Majefties high, Commiſſioner , and the Lords of 
His Majeſties hondurdb|&Privie Councell , have granted- the de- 
ſire of our Supplication, ordaining by civill authority, all His Ma- 
jeſties Eiegesintime coming ,: to-ſublcrive the forefaid-Covenant, 
that our Union may bethemore full and perte@ , We by our At 
and Conſtitution Ecclefiaſtigall,, doe approve the. forelad! Cove- 
nant.,.it allthe-Heads and:Clauſes thereof , and ordaines offiew, 
under all Eccleſiaſtica]l,cenſure thatall the, Maſters of Univerſi- 
ties; Colledges , and Schooles, all. Schollers at the paſſing of their 
degrees , all pexſons fuſpe& of Papiſtry,,.or any other errour ; and 
finally ,, all rhe members of this Kirk and:Kingdome ,: ſublcribe 
the ſame, with theſe, words prefixed, to: their fubſcription : 'The 
CArticle of this Covenant , which was at the firſt ſubſcription referred to 
the determination of the Generall Aſſembly , veins drtermined... © And 
thereby the fue Articles of Perth ,, the government of the Kirk by Bi- 
ſhops , the cawilbplaces and power of Kitk-men ,. upon the reaſons and 
grounds contained in the Acts fþ the G cnerall Aſſembly, declared tobe un- 
ws withinthg, Kirkywe ſubſcribe according to the determgnation fare- 
ſaid. And ordainesthe Covenant, with this Declaration,tobe inſert 
inthe Regiſters of the Afemblies of this Kirk , Generall, Provinz | 
ciall ., and Pfesbyreriall. , ad. perpetwars rei memorian ; and inall 
humiliry lupplicaey ths, Majeltie high Commiſſioner , and.rhe 
honourable Eſtates of. Parliament: , by their authority, , co ratifie | 
and.injoyne the lame ,.under all civill paines ,, which will;:tend.co 
the glory of God , preſervazion of Religion , the Kings Majeſties 
honour , and periect peace of this Kirk and Kingdome, = 
, A ; 4 : a $i , : : | . 
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Al (ol anent A. ppellations. 


22 %He Aſſembly appointed that inall time hercafter,no Ap- 
<>" & pellations ſhould be , leaping over either Presbyterie or 
EN £5 Synod , butro aſcend by degrees as from the Kirk Se(- 
E3ES &2 ſton to the Presbyterie , or from the Presbyterie to the 
Synod , and from the'Synod to the Generall Aſſembly, exceprir 
be after the Synod be paſt , and tmmediatlybefore' rhe Generall 
Afembly;or in the time thereof, and teriewes all former ;A&s 
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| The Generall A, embly, 1 639. Ro 


<> => the Church, and make diviſion , be ſuddenly proponed 
and enacted: Bur ſoasthe morion. be firſt: communicar re che {e- 
verall Synods, Presbyteries and Kirks,, that the matter may be ap- 
NE dim alla: home. and Comanlioners may come well mis 
pared,,/ urignumoully ro conclude a folide deliberation upon theſe 
points-in the Generall Affembly. | | 


—_— oth " WY —_ 


ID WEN 4. Mb 


At anent <Manifters Catechifmg and 
30 £115,152: :; i Exerciſes. B, Ml 

Je Aſſembly conſidering that thelong waited-for fruits 
"<8 of the. Goſpel,ſo mercifully planted and preſerved in this | 


tpch:,. and. nocalrogether calt over the examination of the people, 
till a lirtle before the Communion. Alſo .that in every_Famili 
the worſhip of God beeret&ed ; where it 1s not both Morning an 
Evening,and that the Children and Servants be catechiſed at home, 
by che Maſters of the Families, whereofaccomprihall betakemby 
the- Miniſter and Elders; afliſting: kim the viſitation ofeveryFa- 
rilly"+>Andieſtthey fail; har viſmnarion of the ſeverall: Kirks: be 
Rriotfly llowedby every Presbyrenie, forthis.end amzangcothers. 
Thetxecutionunddacceſe whereof ;- beingrtryed by the:Synods, 
let it be repreſented to the next General Aﬀembly. 44h 


——_— 


Sel, X XIII. 20. eAug. 2 meridie. 
7s Afemblics Sagplication vide Rings Veil 
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Moſt Gracious Soveratent, P 4 > A | 
IZZEc Your Majeſties moſt humble and loyall Subjets, the 


= - 


REF of this Your 

I) ancieht and Native Kingdome , and members of the 
SADCEs National Aſſembly, conveenedat Edinburgh by Your 
Majeſties ſpeciall indition , and honoured with the preſence of 
Your 


Vt Wives 


SITY 
ON 
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es T he General Aſſembly, 1639. 


Your, Majeſties high Commiſſioner , have been waiting for a 
day of rejoycing , and of folemne Thankſgiving to be rendred 
to God by this whole Kirk and Kingdome,, forgiving us a King ſo 
juſt and religious, thart it 1s not only lawtull for us ro be Chriſtians 
under Your Majeſties government, which ſometime hath been' the 
greateſt praiſe of grear Princes, but alſo that it hath pleaſed Your 
ratious Majeſtic, to make known that it'ts Your Royall will and 
leaſure, thar all matters Eccleſiaſticall be determined in free Na- 
tionall Aſſemblies , and matrerscivill , in Parliaments ; which is 
'a moſt noble and ample expreflion of Your Majeſties juſtice \, and 
we truſt ſhall bea powerfull meane of our common happineſfe un- 
der Your Majefties moſt bleſfed Raijgne. In the mean while we 
doe moſt humbly,apon the knees of our hearts: ,, blefſe your Maje- 
ftie for that happineſle already begun in the late Aſſembly at E4z»- 
burgh., inthe proceedings whereof , next under God, we have la- 
boured to approve our ſelves unto Your Majeſties Vice-gerent, as 
if Your Majeſtics eyes had been uport us , which was the deſire of 
our ſoules., and would have been the matter ofour full rejoycing, 
and doe till continue Your Majeſties moſt humble ſupplicanrs fot 
Your Majeſties civill ſandtion and ratification of the conſtitutions 
of the Aſſembly in Parliament; "That Your Majeſties Princely 
power,atid the Eccleftaſticall Authority joyning in one;the mutual! 
embracements of religion and juſtice , of truth and peace” may'be 
ſeene in this Land ,*whichſhall be to us as areſurre@ion fromthe 
dead, and ſhall make us,being not only ſo farre recovered;bur alſo 
revived ;. to fill Heaven and Eatth with our praiſes , and toptzy 
that King Cnakr et s.may be more and more bleſſed, and* His 


*4 
Pp 
F" 


throne eſtabliſhed beforethe Lord for ever: © EIS 


” 
4 " 


Fx ne Aſſembly- appoints the next Generall ; Aſſembly}, to. ſit .at 
|" $ Aberdene. the laſt Tueſday of July next:-,; 1640.: years::i. Aud 
-  warueth all parties, Univerſities and Burroms ,; to fend their:Commiſ- 


© concluded by ztving of thanks by the Moderator , and finging of 
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THE 


ASSEMBLY | A 


CONVEENED 
Ar As ERDENE Jul 28. 1640. 


Sell. II. Fuly's 29. 1640. 


—\| PBde, Afembly having. paſt the firſt day her8ie 
ZN they would make any A& in attending of 'His 
"Hr ret Commiſſiqner. - _ 

_ Thisday the Moderator openly asked. in face 

be 7; iS of the Aſſembly , if there was any Commiſſioner 

DX come from His Majeſtie : And finding "there 

was none, the Aſſembly proceeded according to their - Liber- 

£608, —ioo ie Bo Ch NEAR RE ET WE | | ED 

Py Overtides given in by the Chrldride appointed by 


£ the laſt Aſſembly ;anent the ordering of the Aſ- 
: ſembly-houſe . Which being read in —_— 


if the Ajembb, they approved the * ſengine. 


< We He Aﬀermbly findsir expedient for < aliens df che 
On 2 Houſein alltime coming , that: the Commillioners fit 
> hare fOgether unmixt-;,}'and chat the places where-they ſir be 

Fez raed about ; or forae other way divided from the. ſeats 


” ears) 5 —_ places be pipvided.- ; YSbour the bounds; [2 che 
: om- 


EF ji 
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IT. 


ITI. 
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18 TheGenerall Aſembly, 164.0. 


Commuiſtoners ſeats to eres of reſpe&, who arenot Commilſſi- 


oners , and others according to their qualities,as the Magtttrates of 
the Town ſhall find moſt convenient. 

Alſothar the Commiſſioners, having received tickets from rhe 
Magiſtrates of the Burgh , at the delivery of their Commiſſions, 
whereby they may have readyacceſſe to the Afſemblie-Houſe and 
place appointed for them,doe keep the houre of meeting preciſely, 
and whoſoever comes after the time,or ſhall be found abſent at the 
calling of the Rols,to be cenſured as the Afſemblie ſees fitting: And 
whatſoever Presbyterie, Burgh or Univerfitie , ſhall nor ſend Com- 
miſtioners,or Commiſſioners ſent from them doe not come at allto 
the Aſſembly , be ſummond unto the nexr Afſembly,and cenſured 
as the Aſſembly ſhall find reaſonable. 

har foure perſons of reſpe& have warrant from the Aſſembly 
to injoyne that there be no ſtanding, no din, nor diſorderly behavi- 
our; And if any ſhall diſobey them, or. dire& his ſpeech to 
any , Irv to the Moderator, and that one at once with leave 
firſt asked and given, to be rebuked publickly: by the Mocera- 
+ and if he deliſt not, be removed out of the Aſſembly for that 
Selion. 

That no motion come in unto the Aſſembly but by the Com- 
mittee appointed for matters of that natute* and if the Committee 
refuſe to anſwer the ſame, let it be proponed to the Afſemblie with 
the reaſons thereof. 

Thar the mitittes of ilk Seffion be read before their rifing , andif 
the matrer concertie the whole Kirk, let it he drawne up in forme 
and.read inthe beginning of the next'enſuing Seffion , that the 
Aſſembly may - judge wherher or not if bee according to their 


minde, 


\ 


eAFﬀ# anent the demoliſhing 
of. Idolatrous «Mo- 


a muments. 


+Oraſiuch as hs «Aſſembly is informed, that in divers 
34 Places of this Kingdome , and ſpecially in the 
Wy, North parts of the ſame , many Idolatrous Monu- 
#334 ments, ereftedand made for Religious worſhip, ate 
#8 g&+ yetextant , Such as Crucifixes , Images of Chriſt, 
PFEF tary , and Saints departed, ' ordaines the ſeids 


monumenititb be taken down,demoliſhed and deſtroyed, andthit 


with all convenient oe * and that the care of this Work _ 
e 


be -iaBetioto the ak-caminhl and ProvinciatiAdſbinblies with- 


in this Kingdome; and their” Commiſſioners to: report* their dih- 
gence herein to the next General AY. 
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wy 7 xt Witchi ad 
 Charmers.” ID 


SA efP3 t{t@He Aflembly ordaines all Miniſters within che 
SIE 


Kingdome, carefully to take notice of Charmers, 

TK T RT Witches , andall ſuch abuſers of the people , and 

FR to urge the Acts of Parliament , to be execute 

SEC EQ Se a aaaind them : And thatthe Commiſſioners from 

the Aſſembly to the Parliament. ſhall recommend 

ro the ſaid ſupreme judicmory , the care of the execution ofthe 
Lawes againſt ſuch perſons in the moſt behoovetull way. 


4 ' "———_ ” £ _ 
»” y "I - 1 


Seſl. V. Aug. 1. 1640. 
_ At for cenſuring ſpeakers againſs . 


the Covenant. 


C— 


PE —_ 


KIND FHe Aſſembly ordaines , that ſuch as have ſubſcribed 


7 © S) the Covenant , and ſpeakes againſt the ſame , if he 
ST SE be a Miniſter, ſhall be deprived ; and if he continue 


fa NOD ſo, being deprived, ſhall be excommunicate : And 
£ it he be any other man, ſhall be dealt with as perju- 


red, and ſatisfie publickly for his perjury. 


pe EE FI 
ht 


Seſl. X. 5. Aug. 1640. 
Act agai Expettants refuſing to 
52 


ribe the Covenant. 


#?YJ He Aſſembly onduines. that if any ExpeCtant ſhall re- 
io, fuſe to ſubſcribe the Covenant, he ſhall be declared un- 
g capable of a Pedagogie, teaching of a School , reading 


by JO | | 
WH E2 ata Kirk, preaching within a Presbyreric 2 and ſhall 
aot 


20 | T heGenerall Aſſembly, 164-0. 


aot- have libertie- of reſiding within a Burgh, Univerſitie , or 
Colledge : Andift they continue obſtinate, to be proceſled. - 


He Generall Aſſembly appoints the next Aſſembly to be in S. An- 

[ " drews the third Tueſday of July 1641. And that the eModerator 

in a convenient. way, by the ſecret (ouncell,or otherwiſe as may beſt Wy 

requeſt the Kings <Majeſtie to ſend. His Commiſsioncr to ys ſara Aſ- 

ſembly. And if any exigent fall out, thatthe Presbyterie of Edinburgh 
give advertiſement for an Aſſembly pro're nata. 
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Sell. :L.,:20 TR 1641. 


lokn Earle of VVeymes, His M ea Tinw- 
miſuoner, preſented Hs Majeſties Le tter 70 re 
' eAſſembly, whereof 1 the tenor or folopesn:, 


* » - " 
- _ —_— 
— 


Crunnux: ; | 


| Ruſtic and welbeloged ; Wee 
| greet you well. It is no ſmall 
| part of Our Royall care and de- 


S703 = an 

| I JS 27 {2 Oh Z ſires , that the true Reformed 
Wal, <b/ ufommne Naa? Is Religion/,wherein by the grace 
Dez pe SV | of God, We reſolveto live and. 
= Anz dye,be ſettled peaceably inthat 
Te: GE} Our ancient” and native King- 
5 + == 2 || dome of Scorland; and that the 
fame be truly taught, and uni- 
verfally received 4nd profeſſed 
''W* Ol, by: Our, Subjeds: there; , of alt 
—== degrees;: For preventing of alt 
diviſion and trouble hereafter, We'did intend iti Our Own Royall 
Perſon,to have been preſent at this Aſſembly; but conceivingir " 

D e 
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beunfittige, ro,deraine the Mipiſter from cheir,pa ticular charges, 
SI TRere ce of Our comin »to rhe Pathament.: ;& have reſolved 
N +you| by theſe, and 1:6 .Ou8 -Commiſſioner, 

J hat int og approaching-Patlanient , itis Our .ititention by Our 
otitie; to rare and confirme the Conftiturions of the Jare Aſ- 

{@\ yrt-Edinbarg þ.* that they may be-obeyed by all 'Our. Sub- 
jodts living in that Our Kingdome. Andthat We will take into Our 
Roy all conſideration , by what meanes the Churches belonging ro 
Our preſentation, when,any of them ſhall-aappen to vaik , may be 
beſt provided with "well TR Preachers : Like as We are not 
unwilling to gant pr rions' unto Yuck as- in theſe rimes of 
trouble have Entred iftoOthe Miniſterie 4, providing they have been 
examined by the Presbyteries. , and, approved by them : Becauſe 
We want not Our own feares' of the: decay of Learning in thar 
Sonny and Kingdome; , We intend allo to conſider of the beſt 
means for helping the Schooles and Colledges of Learning , eſpe- 
cially of Divinity , that there may be'\ſuch a number of Preachers 


Mme 


%- 


there, as that each Pariſh havinga Miniſter, and the Goſpel being 


preached in the mott remote parts of the Kingdome , all Our Sub- 
jects may taſte of Our carein that kinde, and have more and more 
cauſe to blefle God that We are ſet over them. .And finally , ſo 
render is Our care,that'it ſhallnot beOurfau if the Churches and 
Colledges there flourith not in Learning and Religion : For which 
Reyall\efimigie eof Our goodnes, We requife hothing upor-your 

parr, biit that ich God hath bleſſed you ugto , even that you be 
Feria itthe charge committedunto you, and ware for the ſoules 
of the people : [Thar you: ſtudy Peace-and Unity amongſt your 
ſelves,and amongſt the people,againſt all Schiſme and FaQion; and 
that you not only pray for Us,but that you teach the people, which 
Werruſt arenotunwilling to pay that honour and obedience which 
they owe unto Us, as his Vicegerent ſer over them, for their good; 
wherein We expe you will by your good example goe before 
them. VRIh hoping you will doe , We bid you farewell. "From 
Othy WOvlf # Whaecha , the 10 — of Zuly VN F 
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Wo 7 drowns the Overtures 9 f he Alembh at. 
- Abetdene,forordering bhe A, embly- Houſe. | 


STE [6 Overture for ordering the Afembl -Houle, /given in 
$2 F> pow» 04g Rfewbly of / A ans SheFep 

F&-e 1640 AQ'SHl..2-werd openly ready. and again appro- 
ihe dy his a eh 3 uu + wrnraphonk co! be TIRED the: velaolo tine 
eefegfvin 10 06d Sine. 
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Sl. V. 30. Fuly. 


+ Af anent old «1 mmiſters brutking 
their Benefices. 


Us e22ZZDE&gHe Aflembly having conſidered the Supplication 
7 | [&@N\ given in by Doctor Robert Howje , Provelt of the 
2H [7.0/9 New Colledge of S._Andrewes, whereby he cra- 
NE ved,that (notwithſtanding of his dimiffion of his 
YZ charge ) he ſhould not be prejudged of his full 
XL provijonand maintenance during his life-time : 
The Aflembly thinks it fit and neceſſary, that his 
rovition and maintenance ſhould not be diminiſhed , but that he 
ſhould 1njoy the ſame tully.,as of before, during all the dayes of his 
life-time,and craveth his dimiffion to be onely bur a ceflation from 
| his charge, becaule of his age and inabilitie : And declares, that old 
Miniſters and Profeſſors of Divinitie , ſhall nor by their ceſſation 
from their charge,through age and inabilitie , be put from injoying 
their old maintenance & dignity. And recommends this and others 
the like things,concerning the eſtate of rhat Univerfitie of S. 4x- 
arewes, tothe Parliament, and the Viſitation to be appointed from 
the Aſſembly and Parliament. And likewiſe the Aflembly being 
informed,thar the ſaid Do&or Howte hath been very painfull in his 
charge, and thar he hath divers papers which would be very profi- 
rable for the Kirk : Therefore they think fir, that the ſaid Doctor 
Howie be deſired ro colle& theſe papers, which doeth concerne,and 
may be profitable for the uſe of the Kirk, that the ſamine may be 
ſhowne to the Viſitors of the {aid Univerſirie. 


Dm... 


SeMV ILL. eAugyſt2.1641. 4 meridie. 
At againſt ſudden recerviug Miniſters depoſed. 


ES He Aſſembly ordaines , that Miniſters who are depoſed 
ZN either by Presbyteries, Synods, or Generall Afemblies, 

SZ or Committees from Aſſemblies for the publick cauſe of 
the Reformation and order of this Kirk , ſhall not be ſuddenly re- 
ceived againe to the Miniſterie , till they firſt evidence their repen- 
tance both before the Presbyreric and Synod , within the bounds 
where they were depoſed, and thereafter the ſamine reported to 
the next enſuing Generall Aſſembly. - 


D 2 WE | Seſl. 


is The Generall Aſſembly, 164-1. 
Sefſ. IX. Anguft 3. 


The overtures under-written , concerning the Univerſities and Col- 
ledges of this Kingdome, to be repreſented by the General! Aſſembly, 
to the Kings Meſ and Parliament , being openly read,the Aſſembly 
approved the ſaids Overtres,and ordained them to be recommended to 
the Parliament. 


n 


32.8 Irft, becauſe the good eſtate both of the Kirk and Com- 

5 = Mmon-wealth , dependeth mainly trom the flouriſhing of 

Univerfities and Colledges , as the Seminaries of both, 

eygey which cannot be expeted , unlefſe the poore meanes 
which they have;be helped,and ſufficient revenues be provided tor 
them;atid the ſame well imployed : Therefore thar our of the rents 
of Prelacies , Collepiar'or Chapter-Kirks , orſuchlike a ſufficient 
mainitenancebe provided for a competefit number of Profeſſors, 
Teachers,ind Burſers in all faculties,and eſpecially in Divinitie,and 
for upholding , repairing , and enlarging the Fabrick of the Col- 
ledges, furniſhing of Libraries;and ſuchlike good uſes in every Uni- 
vetfitic and 'Colletige. 

IT. | Nexr, for keeping of good order , preveening and removing of 
abuſes, and promoving of pietie and learning , it is very needfull 
and expedient , that there be a communion and correſpondencie . 
Kept berwixt all the Univerſities and 'Colledges. And therefore 
that it be ordained-;thar there be a meeting once every year, at ſuch 
times and places as ſhall be agreed upon , of Commiſſioners from 
every Univerſitie 2nd Colledge , to conſult and- determine upon 
the common: alts, and whatſoever may concerne them , for the 
ci ds above-fpecified, and'who alſo , or ſome of rheir namber may 
repreſent Whar ſhalf be ricedfull and expedient for the fame effe&t, 

' to Parliaments and Geherall Aſſemblies. 

III. ... 7tcm, that ſpeciall care be had, thart the places of the Profeſſors, 
eſpecially of Profeſſors of Divinity in every Univerſity and *Col- 
ledge, be filled with the ableſt men;and beſt affte&ed ro theRetor- 
mation and order of this Kirk. | 


A— 


[ | -Seſſt-X. eA ug. 4. 1641. 
At againſt Tupiety and Schiſme. 


4 -- 


_—_ —_ — —y 


Fo Db ag, He Afſembly ſeriouſly conſidering the preſent caſe 
ANRPrsy 8& condition of this Kirk & Kingdome, what great 
xx things the-Lord hath done for us , eſpecially ſince 
&9 the renewing of'our Covenant, notwithſtanding | 
our former backſliding & deſertion;and if we ſhall ls 
DEG PAR cicherbecomeremiſle in the duties of Piety,or ſhall be 
not conſtantly hold and keep our Religion , unto which we _”_ bp 
boun % 
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bound'our ſelves fo ftraitly and ſolemnly, 'whatdifhonout werdoe 
utitothe/name of God before men; 'whorhdve cheir-eyes uporrus; 
and how grear judgetrents-we bring upon our ſelves *,; upon theſe 
andthe like conſiderations b 5 The Aſſembly dorh finde it moſt ne- 
ceſlary to ſtirre up themſelves , and to provoke all.others both Mi- 
niſters aQU'people of all degrees , not-only tothe religious exerci- 
ſes of publick worſhipinthe Congregation, and of private worſhip 
in their Families , and ofeveryone' by themſelves apart , bur alſo 
ro the dueties of mutual] edification, by inſtruction, admonition, 
exlorting oneanother to forwardneſle in Religtoriand-comftorr 
one anotherin whatſoevet diftrefle 4 and thar mn all het meexings, 


whether in the way of timely converſation , or by xeaſon oftheit 


particular callings , or any other occaſion offered by: divine provs 
dence. no:corrupt communication proceed 'out of theitmputir; 
bur that which is good to the _ edifying , thar it taay mipilies 
orace unto the hearers: And becauſe the beſt meanes. have been,and 
may {till be deſpiſed or abuſed;, arid particittarly che duety of murn- 
all edification, which hath been ſolitrle in uſe , and 1o few know 
how to practiſe the right manner , may be upon the one part ſub- 
jet ro the mocking of ungodly and worldly men, who cannor en- 
dure that in others , which they arenot willihg tofpratiſe them- 
ſelves, and upon the other part , to many errors and abuſes, which 
the godly through their weaknefle may fall , or by the craftineſſe 
of others may be drawne info, 'fach as arc Errot, Herefie, Schiſme, 
Scandall , Self-conceit , and deſpiling of others , preſſing above 
the common calling of Chriſtians , and andy Which 1s pro- 
per tothe Paſtorall Vocation , contempt or miſ-regard of the pub- 
lick meanes, idle and unprofitable queſtions which edifie not , un- 
charitable cenſ{urings , neglect of dueries in particular callings, bu- 
ſineffe in other mens Marters and Callings', and many ſuch ones in 
dodrine, charity , and manners , which have dolefilly rent rhe 
bowels of other Kirks, to the great prejudice of the Gof el. 
Therefore the Aſſembly , moved with the zeale of God againſt 
all abuſes and corruptions, and according to their manifold obliga- 
tions , moſt earneſtly deſiring and thirſting to promove the Work 
of Reformation , and to have the comfort and power of true god- 
linefſe ſenſible ro every foul, and Religion to be univerſally pra- 
ctiſedin every Familie , and by every perſon ar all occaftons, Dorh 
charge allthe Miniſtersand Members ofthis Kirk whom they doe 
repreſent ,that according to their feverall places and-yocations,they 
endeavour to {upprefſe all imptety and mocking of religious exerci- 
les, eſpecially ofſuchas put foule afperfions and faftions , or od- 
ous names upon the godly. And upon the other part , that mirhe 
fear of God they be aware and ſpiritually wiſe, that under the hame 
ar:d pretext of religious exerciſes,otherwayes lawfull and neceſlary, 
they fall not into the aforeſaid abnſes ; eſpecially, thar they-eſchew 
all meetings which are apr to breed Error , Scandall, Schiſme,neg- 
Ie of duetiesand particular callings , and: fiich other evills as = 
1F3 ene 
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the works, not of the.ſpirit , but of the fleſh , and are contrary to 


truth and peace ;-and that the Presbyrteries and Synods have a care 
ro-take order with ſuch as tranſgrefſe the one way orthe other. 


Qt ——. 


Sel. XIIIL. 6. eAug. 1641. a meridie. 
Act anent Novations. : 
& Irice it hath pleaſed God to vouchſafe us the 1i- 


FRE vertie of yearly Generall Aſſemblies, Ir is ordai- 
e@x, ned according to the Ads of the Afemblie at 


bly , and thar tranſgreſlors in this kind be cenſured by Presbyte- 
ries and Synods. 


__— 


| Ac Sel. XV. 7. Aug. 1641. 
Overtures anent Burſars , and Expefants. 


The Overtures under-written being openly read in audience of the Aſſem- 
bly , were approved and declared by them to be Ads of the Aſſem- 

| bly, in all time coming , to be obſerved reſpetive, as the ſamine 

| bears. | 

| epepdcp dc Aſſembly thinks meer for maintaining of Burſars of 
31 > Divinitie , that every Presbyterie that conſiſts of twelve 
£29, Miniſters , ſhall maintaine a Burfar, and where the num- 
> <3 <&&> beris fewer nortwelve , ſhall be joyned with theſe our 
of another PresÞbyterie where their number exceeds : where this 
courle is not already kept, it is to be begun without longer delay, 
and every Provincaall is ordained to givean accompt of their num- 
| ber of Burſars , that 1s conſtantly to be entertained by their Pro- 
| vince at thenext enſuing Generall Aſſembly. 
H. No Expectant ſhall be permitted to preach 1n publick before a 

| Congregation, till firſt he be tryed after the ſame manner , how- 

beit not altogether withthar accuracie which 1s injoyned by the at 

| of the Aſſembly of Glaſgow, 1638. which preſcribes the order and 
manner of tryall, that is to be kept with theſe who are to be admit- 
| red tothe holy Miniſterie : and none ſo tryed ſhall preachin pub- 
| lick, without the bounds of the Univerſitie or Presbyterie where 
he paſt his tryalls , till ficſt he make it known to the other Presby- 

reries, where he deſires to be heard,by a teſtimoniall from the Uni- 

verſitie or Presbyterie where he lived, thathe hath bin ofan honeſt 
con- 
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converſation /; and” paſt: his tryalls conforme to theorder here pre: 
ſcribed : Which being done inthe meetingotche Province br Pres- 
byterie z where he deſires to be heard, he is tobe allowed bythem 
to preach within the bounds of that. Province or Presbyterie,with- 
out any further tryallro be taken of him. : regs blo 

Expectants beingeducat in a Colledge , that was corrupt or un- 
der a corrupt Miniſter , if they themſelves have been knownto 
have been tairited with error ,. or oppotite to our Covenant, and the 
bleſſed Work of Reformation within this Kirk , the ſame order is 
to be kept in admitting them ro the.holy:Maniſterie, or to any place 
in the Colledges or Schooles of this 'Kingdome.:, that was -ordai- 
ned to be kept in admiſſion of theſe: Miniſters who fled out of the 
Countrey , and ſhew themſelves:oppoſite to our Covenkht;and 
Reformation. _ 92] | Fi or 
Act Sefl. X VIE 9: Aug: 1641. © 
Act againſt unlawfull Bands. 

He Aflembly taking to their conſideration the que- 
ition proponed unto them concerning the Band , the 
= COPY whereof was preſented before them from the 

FM 5 Parliament, doth finde and declare that Bands of this 

=) and the like nature , may not lawfully be made: By 
which Declaration the Aſſembly doth not intend to bring any cen- 
ſure for wharis paſt. , and by the wiſedome and care of the Com- 
mittee of the Parliament is taken away , upon'any perſon, who 
being required by the Moderator and the Clerk , ſhall under his 
hand declare before them , That as the Aſſembly doth finde thar 
the ſubſcribers are not aſtrited by their Oath to the tenor ofthe 
{aid Band, ſo he findeth himſelf not to be aſtricted by his Oath to 
the tenor thereof; bur the intention of the Aſſembly 1s meerly to 
prevent the like in time coming. 


SC, XVIIL. g9. Aug. 164-1, 3 meridie. 
A Letter from ſome «MM miters in England 
to the endl : 


_ Rightreverend and dear Brethren , now couveened in this General 
Aſſembly. | | 

DR orion moſt heartily.ſalute you in the Lord, rejoycing. 

PR SPS with you in his,unſpeakable goodneſle , lo mira- 

So : culouſly proſpering your late endeavours , both 

41, 


Ex VV 

| 8 Sr for the reſtoring & ſettling of your own Liberties 
es 2© and Priviledges , in Church and common wealth 
fe I (which we hear and hope he.is now about to ac- 

complith) as allo for the occaſioning & advancing of the ROO of 

| efor- 


wh 


ITT. 
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Reformation among vur:felves: g for which' as weedayly bletle-the 
higheſt Lord ,. fole- Author of all oir:good!,v10:doe:we acknow- 
ledge your ſelves worthy: Inſtruments thereof, ': -Andafor that( be- 
ſides alt orher reſpects ):;doe-,| andever ſhall {bythe belp-of God) 
hold you dear unto us , as our own bowels: ;-afid our elves obliged 
to renderunto you all due correſpondence according to. our power, 
uponall good occafions. ©r71o } 1s! TY 3 7 
And now ( dear Brethren.) forafmuch as the Church of Chriſt 
is: but one body, each pare whereotcannot but pattake in the weal 
and woe of the whole; and:obeachother part:; and theſe Churches 
of. Exzland and Scotland ; wiay ſeem both to be.embarqued in the 
ed Cond to fink andi{wim together ;:andare ſonearcon- 
joyned-by many ftrongryes:,-not only as tellow-members under 
the ſame Head Chriſt , and tellow-ſubjects under the ſame King; 
but alſo by ſuch neighbour-hood and vicinity of place , that if any 
evill ſhall much infeſt the one, the other cannot be altogether free : 
or if for the preſent it ſhould , yer in proceſle of time it would cen- 
fibly ſuffer alfo..': And forafſmuth as evills are berrex remedied in 
their firſt beginning , then after they have. once taken deep root ; 
therefore wewhoſe names are here under-written , in the behalf 
of our ſelves , and of many others , Miniſters ot the Church of 
England, are bold rocommend to your conſideration ( being met 
together in this. venerable OY) a difterence of great concern- 
ment , which you tay pleaſe ( mm brief ) thus ro nnderſtand, Al- 
mighty God having now of his infinite goodneffe raiſed up our 
hopes of removing the yoke of Epiſcopacie ( under which we have 
ſo Ong groancd ) ſundry other forms of Church-government are 
by ſundry forts of men projected ro be ſet upin the roome there- 
ot.: one of which {amongſt others ) is of fome'Brethren that hold 
the whole power of Church-government , and all Aesthereunto 
appertaining ( as Ele&ion , Ordination } and Depoſition of Offi- 
cers , with Admiffion , Excommunication ,. and- Abſolation: of 
Members ) are by divine Ordinance zz foro exttrno . to be decreed 
by the..moſt yoyces , ta and of every particular Congregation, 
which { ſaythey ) is the utmoft bound of a particular Church, 
endued with power ot government , and only ſome Formatlities 
of ſolemne execution to be reſerved to the- Officers ( as ſervants 
ofthe {aids Church ) if they have any , orifnone , then to be per- 
formed by ſome other members , not in office , whom the faid 
Church ſhall appoint thereunto : And that every of the ſaid particu- 
lar Congregation ( whether they conſiſt of few or many members, 
and be furniſhed with Officers or not ) 1-wfnlly may and oughtto 
tranſact, determineandexecure all matrers perraining to the go- 
vernment ofrhemfelves , amongſt and within themſelves withour 
any authoritarive (. though tor confultarory ) concurrence or 1n- 
terpoſirion ofany other perfons -or Churches whatſoever , con- 
demning all imperative and'decrfive power of Claſlts,or compound 
Presyreries and Synods, as a meecre n{urpation. Now becauſe 
we 
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we conceive that your judgement in this cale may conduce much, 
by the bleſſing of God , to the ſettling of this queſtion amongit 
us. Therefore we doe carneſtly intreat the ſame at your hands; 
and that ſo much the rather, becauſe we ſometimes hear from thoſe 
of the aforeſaid judgement , that ſome famous and emjnent Bre- 
thren, even amongſt your ſelves,doe ſomewhat incline unto an ap- 
probation of that way of government. Thus humbly craving par- 
don for our boldnefle , leaving the matter to your grave confide- 
rations, and expecting Anſwerat your convenient leaſure , We 
commit you, and the 1uccefle of this your meeting , to the bleffing 
of the Almighty,in whom we ſnallever remain, 


London,12.Fuly.1641. Your faithful Brethren zo ſerve you 
in all offices of love. 


_—_—___ 


The eA ſſemblies Anſwer to the Engliſh 
Miniſters Letter. 


Ri ht reverend and dearly beloved Brethren in our Lord and common 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt. A 


IM Ec the Miniſters and Elders met together in this Natiq- 
1a, nall Aſſembly, were not alittle refreſhed and comforted 
Sb-a-42 Þy the good report which we heard of you,andothers of 
£X@£@A our Brethren of- the Kirk of Exglayd , by ſome ofour 
Miniſters , who by the good providence of-our Lord had ſeen your 
faces,and converſed with:you. But now yet more comforted by 
your Letters which we received , and which were read in the face 
of the Aſſembly , witnefling your Chriſtian'love,and rejoycing 
with us in God for his great vs wonderfull Work in theRetorma- 
'tion of this Kirk , and in the beginning of a bleſſed Reformation 
-amoneſt your ſelves , and that you are ſo ſenftble of your commu- 
nion and fellowſhip withus , and to deſire ro. know our minde and 
judgement of that which ſome Brethren amongſt you hold , con- 
'cerning Kirk-government. 

'Wedoe with our hearts acknowledge :and wonder at the great 
:and unſpeakable wiſedome , mercie , .and power of our God , in 
'reſtoring unto: us: the, truth: and. puritie of Religion , after many 
'back-lidings-and, defeQion of ſome in this|Kirk , and defire not 
only toconfteſle the ſame-before the world, and all other Chriſtian 
*Kirkes , bur alſo'doe pray for grace to walk worthy. of ſo. wonder- 
-fultalove :"We have been! helped by your; prayers , in our weak 
"erideavours, arid-y ou have mourned with. us , (. we know ) in the 
<dayes of our mourning” ; and therefore! is. it- that you -doenow re- 
«Joyce arid praiſe God:with us »>Neitherare.we out of hope, but the 
Tame God ſhall ſpeedily perfe&rhar-which he hath begun amongſt 
you, 
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you, that your joy may be full : which is the defire of our ſoule, 
and tor which we doe now pray , and in our feverall Congregatt- 
ons will be inſtant ar the throne of grace , for. this and a'l other 
ſpirituall and remporall bleſſings upon the Kirk and Kingdome of 
England , by name,expecting the like performance of mutuall love 
from you , and others cqually minded with you , for your parts.rill 
a common conſent may be obtained,even thatyou willrecommend 
the Kirk of Scotland by name in your prayers to God. Thus ſhall we 
be as one people , mourning and rejoycing , praying and praiſing 
rogether z which may be one meane of rhe preſervation of Unity, 
and of many other bleflings to us both. 

We have learned by long experience , ever f1ace the time of Re- 
formation , and ſpecially atter the rwo Kingdomes have been ( in 
the great goodnefſe-of God to both ) united under one Head and 
Monarch , but moſt of all of late, which 1s not unknowne to you, 
whar danger and contagion in matters of Kirk-government , of d1- 
vine worſhip, and of doctrine, may come from the one Kirk to the 
other,which beſide all other reaſons, make us.to pray to God, and 
ro defire you and all that love the honour of Chriſt,and the peace of 
theſe Kirks and Kin2domes, hearrily to endeavour,that there might 
be in both Kirks, one Contefſion , one directory tor publick wor- 
ſhip, one Catechiſme , and one Forme of Kirk-government. And 
itrhe Lord who hath done greatthings for us , ſhall be pleaſed to 
hearken unto our deſires,and toacceprt of ourendeavours , we ſhall 
not onely have a fure foundation fora durable Peace , but ſhall be 
ſtrong in God, againſt the-riſing or ſpreading of Herefie and 
Schilme amonglt our ſ{clves,and of invaſion from forraine enemies. 
Concerning the different Formes of Kirk-government , proje- 
&ed by ſundrie forts of men,to be {cr upin place of Epiſcopall Hie- 
rarchie,which we truſt is brought near unto its pertod , we muſt 
confefle , that we are not a little grieved that any godly Miniſters 
and Brethren ſhould be found, who doe notagree with other Refor- 
med Kirks in the point of government, as well as inthe matter of 
doctrine'and worſhip ; and that we want not our own feares , that 
where the hedge of Diſcipline and Government 1s different ,, the 

 Poctrine and Worſhip ſhall not long continue the ſame without 
change : yet doe not marvell much ,- that particular Kirks and 
Congregations which live in ſuch places, as that they can con- 
veniently have no dependencie upon ſuperiour Aﬀemblies , ſhould 
ſtand fora kind of independencie and ſupremacie in themſelves,they 
not conſidering that in a Nation or Kingdome , profeſſing the ſame 
Religion, the government of the Kirk by compound Presbyteries 
and.Synods,is a help and ſtrength,and not a hinderance or prejudice 
co particular Congregations,and Elderſhips,in all the parts of Kirk- 
government;and thar Presbyteries and Synocs are not an extrinſe- 
- call power ſer over particular Kirks,like unto Epiſcopall dominion, 
they being no more to be reputed extrinſecall unto the particular 
| Kirks', nor the power of a Parliament, or Convention of Eſtates, 
o | where 
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where the Shires and Cities have their own Delegats , is to be 
held extrinſecall ro any particular Shire or City. 

Our unanimous judgement and uniforme practice,is,that accor- 
ding to the order of the Reformed Kirks,andthe ordinance of God 
in his Word,nor only rhe folemne execution of Eccleſiaſticall po- 
wer and authoritie,but the whole acts and exerciſe thereof,doe pro- 
perly belong unto the Officers of the Kirk; yet ſo, that in matters 
of chiefeſt importance , thetacite conſent of the Congregation be 
had, before their decrees and ſentences receive finall execution, 
and that the Officers of a particular Congregation , may nor exer- 


ciſe this power independently, but with ſubordination unto greater 


Presbyteries 8 Synods, Provincuall & Nationall: which as they are 
repre! entative of the particularKirks conjoyned cogether in one,un- 
der the1r government;{0 their determination,when they proceedor- 
derly, whether in cauſes common to all,or many of the Kirks, or in 
cauſes brought before them by appellations or references from the 
inferiour, onthe caſe of aberration of the inferiour, isto the ſeverall 
Congregations authoritative and obligatory and conſulratory only: 
And this dependencie and ſubordination, we conceive not only to 
be warranted by the light of nature , which doth dire& the Kirk in 
ſuch things as are common to other ſocieties , or to be a prudential 
way for Reformation,and for the preſervation of Truth and Peace, 
againſt Schiſme,Hereſte,and Tyranny., which is the ſweet fruits of 
this government whereſoever it hath place , and which we have 
found in ancient and late experience; but alſo to be grounded 
uponthe word of God , and to be conforme to the paterne of the 
Primitive and Apoſtolicall Kirks : and without which , neither 
could the Kirks in this Kingdome have been reformed, nor were 
weable for any timeto preſerve Truth and Unity amongſt us. 

In this Forme of Kirk-government, our unanimity and harmony - 
by the mercy of God, is ſo full and perfect, that all the Members of 


this Aſſembly have declared themſelves tobe of one heart , and of 


one ſ{oule,and to be no lefle perſwaded, thar it 1s of God, then that 
Epiſcopall government is of men; reſolving by the grace of God, 
ro hold the ſame conſtantly all the dayes of our life , and heartily 
wiſhing that God would bleſleall rheChriſtian Kirks,eſpecally the 
famous Kirk of Ez2land, unto whichin all other reſpects we are ſo 
nearly joyned withthis divine Forme of government. Thus having 
briefly and plainly given our judgement for your ſatisfaction , and 
deſiring and hoping that. ye will beleeve againſt all mi{-reports,thar 
we know not ſo much as one man , more or lefſe eminent among(t 
us,of a different judgement, we commend you unto the riches of the 
grace of Chriſt, who will perfe& that which he hath begun amongſt 
you,to your un{peakable comfort. Subſcribed by our Moderator 


and Clerk. 


Edinburgh 9. Aug 1641. | 
| The 
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The eAſſemblies «Anſwer to the Kings 
Majeſties Letter. 

Moſt gractons Soveraigne, | 


Cz 88Eifderthe conſcience of that duetie which we owe to 
ASSYEO 2) ſupreme Authority , we are not onely encouraged, 
Ke S B WT bur confirmed by the Royall favour and Princely 
829 LD $869 munificence , expreſſed in Your gracious Majeſties 
3 EAPrEneas S JELue: 

RET ] efters, which filled our hearts with joy, and our 
SLCS<0V 1 Cuthes with praiſe , to offer up our prayers with 
the greater fervencie to God Almightie for Your Majeſties happi- 
neſſe,our ſelves for our own parts , and for the whole Kirks of this 
Your Majeſties Kingdome,which we do repreſent, to ſerve Your 
Majeſtie in all humble obedience , our faithftull labours for 
preterving Trueth and Peace amongſt all Your Majeſties Sub- 
je&s,and our example (according tro Your Majeſties juſt command- 
ments Jaide upon us) to be a pref{1dent to others in paying that ho- 


 nour, which byall Lawes divine and humane, is due unto Your {a- 


cred Majeſtie , being confident that Your Majeſtie ſhall finde ar 

Your coming hither much more ſatisfaction and content then can 
be expreſſed by 

Your Majeſties moſt humble Subjects and faith- 

full ſervants, the Miniſters and Elders met 

together in the venerable Aſſembly at S. 

Andrews, Fuly 20. and Edinburgh , F#- 


ly 27. 1641. 


At anent the Kirk of Campheir. 


SpSpg&He which day a motion was made in the Aﬀſembly , thar 
IS 

pn 

| 


: 1t ſeemed expedient for correſpondencie that might be 


ey | <L2 


SJ 


£2 4:22 had from forraigne parts,for the weal of this Kirk, Thar 
S909 the Scors Kirk at Campheir were joyned to the Kirk of 
Scotland,as a Member thereof : Which being ſeriouſly thought up- 
on and conſidered by the Aſſembly, they approved the morion,and 
ordained M. Rovert Baillie Miniſter at K:lwinning , to write to M. 
William Spang Miniſter at Campheir,and Kirk Seſſion thereof,willing 
them to ſend their Miniſter , and a ruling Elder , inſtructed with a 
Cqammiſhon to the next Generall Aſſembly ro be holden at S. 
Andrews , the laſt Wedneſcay of Fuly 1642. at which time they 
ſhould be inrolled in the Books of the Generall Aſſembly,as Com- 
miſſtoners of the Generall Aſſembly of Scotland , from the Scots 
Kirk at Camphciy. 


{ Hy Alſembly appoints the next Gezerall Aſjembly to be holden at 
| S. Andrews,the laſt Wedneſday of Fuly next 1642. 
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Act Sefl. I. 
CAARLES KR. 
EIN the midſt of Our great and weighty 

WE SA affaires of Our other Kingdomes, which 
God Almighty., who is privie to Our 
Intenti8ns.and in whom We traſt, will 
Finhis own time bring to a wiſhed and 
\ ceable concluſion, We are not un- 
SmPR tal mindfull of that dutie which we owe to 
"SK Wit that Our ancient and native Kingdome, 
YU RRfNANd tothe Kirks there,now met :vgether 

. Eby their Commiſſioners in a Nationall 
Afemblie. God, whoſe Vicegerent We are,hathmade Us a King 
over divers Kingdomes, and We have no other deffre,nor defigne, 
bur to govern them by their own Lawes,and the Kirks in them by 
their own Canons and Conſtitutions. Where any thing is found 
to be amifſe, We will endeavour a Reformation in a fair and order- 
ly way ; and where a Reformation is ſetled., We refolve,with that 
authoritie wherewith God hath veſted Us,to maintain-and defend 
ic 1 peace and libertie , againſt all trouble that can come from 
without, and againſt all Herefies, Se&s, and Schifmes which may 
ariſe from within : Nor doe We defire any thing more in that 
Kingdome ( and when We ſhall hear of it, it ſhall be a delight and 
matter of gladneſſe unto Us ) then that the Goſpel be: faithfully 
preached throughout the whole Kingdome; to the outmoſt skirts 
& borders thereof. Knowing that to be the mean of honour to God, 
of happineſle to the people, and of true ebedience to Us. And ws 
A 2 chts 
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this effe,that holy and able men be pur in places ofthe Miniftery, 
and that Schooles and Colledges may flouriſh in. Learning and 
true Pietie. Some things for advancing of thoſe ends , We did 
of Our -own ,accord--promiſe in Our Letters to the laſt Afſem- 
bly,and We.make your ſelves Judges, who were witneſſes to Our 
Actions, while We wetethere in Perſon, whether We did nor per- 
form them both in the point of preſentations which are in Our 

znds,and in the liberall proviſion of all the Univerſities and Col- 
ledges of the Kingdome ,- not only above that which any 

-of Our Progenitours had done before Us. ; but alſo above your 
owne hopes and expectation. We doe not make commemoration 
of this Our Beneficence , either to pleaſe Our Selves,or to ſtop the 
influence oKOur Royall goodneffe and bountie for afterward, but 
that by theſe reall demonſtrations of Our untained defires and de- 
light todo good, you. may be the moreconfident toexpect from 
Us,whatſoeverin Juſtice We can grant,or what may be expedient 
for you to obtaine. We have given expreſle charge to Our Com- 
miſfioner , to ſee that all things be done there orderly and peace- 
ably , as if We were preſent in Our Own Perſon; not doubting 
but in thankfulneſle for your preſent eſtate and condition, you will 
abſtaine from every thing that may make any new diſturbance, 
and that you will be more wiſe then to be the enemies of your 
own peace,which would but ſtumble others,and ruine your ſelves. 
We have alſo commanded Our Commiſhoner to receive from 
you your juſt and reaſonable deſires,for what may further ſerve for 
the good of Religion,thart raking them .to Our conſideration , We 
may omit nothing which may witneſſe Us to be indeed a nur- 
ſing Father of that Kirk , wherein We were born and baptized, 

and that if ye benot happy, you may blame not Us , bur your 
ſelves. And now what doe We again require of you , but that 
which otherwiſe you owe to Us as your Soveraigne Lord and 

King , even that ye pray for Our proſperitie and the peace of Our 

Kingdomes , that ye ufe the beſt means to keep Our People in 
obedience to Us and Our Lawes , which dott-very much in Our 
perſonall abſence from that Our Kingdome depend upon your 

preaching , and your owne exemplary loyalty and faithfulneſſs, 

and that againſt all ſuch jealouſies, ſuſpitions and ſiniſter rumors as 


are too frequent in theſe times,and have been often falſified in time 
_ paſt , bythe reality of the contrary events : Ye judge of Us and 


Our-profeſhons by Our actions , which We truſt through God 
in deſpight: of malice hall ever go onin aconſtant way for the 


_ £6od of Religion,and the weal of Our People,which 1s the chiefeſt 
of Our intentions and deſires. And thus We bid you farewell, 
Given at Our Court at Leiceſter , the 23. of July , 1642. 


To Our truſty and wel-beloved the Generall Aſſembly in Onur Kinz- 
' * dome of Scotland , conveened at S, Andrews. 
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Act Sefl. III. Fuly 29. 
At for bringing in of the Synod Books yearly 


bly in one voice ordaines , That the Books of every Provinciall 
Aſſembly ſhall be brought and produced to every Generall Aſ- 
ſembly: And thatthis may be pertormed,ordaines that every Clerk 
of the Provincialls , either bring or ſend the ſaid Books yearly to 
the Generall Aſſemblies,by the Commiſhoners ſent to the Aﬀlem- 
blies, from theſe Presbyteries where the Clerks reſide. Which 
charge the Aſſembly alſo layes upon the ſaid Commiſſioners, ſent 
fromthe ſaids Presbyteries where the Clerks reſide, ay and while 
ſome meanes be provided, whereby the Clerks charges may be ſu- 
ſtained for coming with the ſaid Books themſelves : And that un- 
der the painof deprivation of the Clerk in caſe of his negle&,and of 
ſuch cenſure of the ſaids Commiſſioners, in caſe oftheir negle&, as 
the Aſſembly ſhall think convenient, 


Act Seſl. V. Aug. 1. cha: 
Act anent the chooſmg of Kirk Seſs10ns. 


*$;/ 


—_—H_—— 


INent the queſtion moved to the Afſembly , con- 


7 M cerning theeledction of Kirk Seſſions , The Afſ- 
SIA 


& ſembly ordaines- the old Seffion to elect. the 

> $2 new 'Seffion both in Burgh and Land. And 
Pee chat if any place ſhall vaik in the Seſſion choſen, 
PEDAL by death or otherwiſe , the preſent Seflton' ſhall 
have the ele&ion of the perſon to fill the vacand roome. | 
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Sefl. VI. Aug. 2. 1642. 
The report of the interpretation of the Act at 
Edinburgh, anent tryall of Miniſters. 


SYHe meaning of the foreſaid A , 1s not that an a- 


Py 


| WS8ED cuall Miniſter to be tranſported , ſhall be cryed 


| again by the tryalls appointed for trying of Expe- 

I crants,at their entry ro the Miniſtery, according to 

WW22SE; the Acts of the Kirk, bur only that he bringing a 
SES &> Tecſtimoniall of his former tryalls ,and of his abili- 
* ties, and converſation, trom the Presbyterie from 
whence hecomes, and giving ſuch ſatisfaction to the Parochiners 
Presbyterie wherero he comes in preaching , as the Presbyterie 
finds his gifts fit and anſwerable for the condition and diſpoſition 
of the Congregation, whereto he is preſented. Becauſe, according 
co the Act of the Aſſembly 1596. renewed at Glaſgow, ſome thar 
are meet forthe Miniſtery in ſome places,are not meer forall alike : 
and Univerſities, Towns,and Burghs, and places of Noblemens re- 
fidence,or frequencie of Papiſts, and other great and eminent Con- 
oregations,& 1n ſundry other caſes, require men of greater abilities, 


nor will be required neceffarily in the planting of all private ſmall 


Paroches , the leaving of the conſideration of theſe cafes, unto the 
judgement and conſideration of the Presbyterie , was the onely 1n- 
tention of the Act. 

The Aſſembly approves the meaning and interpretation foreſaid : 
an _ the ſaid CA, according to this interpretation , to 
ſtand in force , and to have the ſtrenzth of an Act and Ordinance 

of Aſſembly in all time coming. 


Act Sefl. VII. 3. Ang. 1642; | | 
Att anent the order for making Lifts to Hu Maje- 


ftie, and other Patrones for Preſentations : 


the order of tryallof Expettants, and for trying 
the quality of Kirks. | 


DN 


the Presbyteries wherein the vaiking Kirklyeth , as His Majeſties 
Decla- 


The General Aſſembly, 164.2. 5 
Peclaration,figned with hisRoyal hand at1/hte-hall,the 3.of Far. 
laſt ,regiſtrate in the books of Afſembly.this day at length beares. 
And ſuchlike whereas the Lords of Exchequer upon a Petition 

reſented to them by the Commiſſioners of the general Aſſembly, 
and the Procuraror and Apent for the Kirk repreſenting two Preju- 
dices- one, that gifts obtained from His Majeſtie of patronages of 
Kirks, at His Preſentation were paſſing the Exchequer , either 
without the qualification and proviſion of a Liſt, wherewith His 
Majeſtie was pleaſed to reſtrict Himſelf ; and the other , that ſome 
were ſeeking gifts of patronage of Biſhop-Kirks , which are decla- 
red to belong ro Presbyreries,to be planted by two Acts of the late 
Parliament: The faids Lords have ordained that no ſignator, 
containing gifts of patronages from His Majeſtie , ſhall paile here- 
after , but with a ſpeciall proviſion that the ſamine thall be lyable 
to the tenor of His Majeſties ſaid Declaration. Ordaining alſo 
the Procurator and Agent of the Kirk to be advertiſed,and to have 

lace to ſee all ſignators whatſoever, containing any patronage, to 
_ theeffe they may repreſent the intereſt of the Kirk therein -; as 

the ſaid A of the date the 27. of Fuxelaſt, regiſtrate alſo in the 
Bookes of Aſſembly, this day. at length beares. Therefore, that 
the ſaids Kirks which now are,or which were at His Majeities pre- 
ſentation the ſaid third day of Fannary laſt , may be the better pro-. 
vided with able Miniſters, when the ſamine ſhall vaik, The Af- 
ſembly ordains that hereafter every Presbyrerie ſhall give up year- 
ly a Roll of the ableſt of their Expe@ants,to their Synods; and that 
the Synods fele& our of theſe Rolls ſuch perſons whom they in 
certain knowledge judge moſt fit for the Miniſtrie , and worthieſt 
of the firſt place, With Power to the Synods to adde or alter theſe 
Rolls given by the Presbyreries , as they think reaſonable: And 
that che Synods ſhall ſend the Rolls made by them in this manner, 
to the next General Afſembly,who ſhall alſo examine the Rolls of 
the Synods, & adde oralterthe fame as ſhall be thought expedient. 
Which Roll made by the General Afſembly, ſhall be ſent ro every 
Presbyterie , and that the Presbyterie , with conſent of the moſt 
or beſt part of the Congregation, ſhall make a Liſt of fix perſons 
willing to accept of the preſentation out of that Roll of the Aſſem- 
bly , upon every occaſion of vacation of any Kirk within their 
bounds.and ſhall ſend the famine, together with a blank preſentati- 
on : The which ( if His Majeſty be Parron to the vacant Kirk) ſhall 
be ſent by the ſaid Procurator and Agent,to ſuch as the Commiſſ- 
oners of the Generall Afſembly,or in theirabſence the Presbyterie 
of Edinbargh , ſhall direct and think at that time moſt able and wil- 
ling to obtain the preſentation , tobe ſigned and filled up by His 
Majeſties choiſe of one of the Liſt. And if the vacant Kirk be of a 
Patronage diſponed by His Majeſty ſince the 3. of Fanuary, in that 


cafecither the Presbyreries themſelves ſhall fend a Liſt of fix Per- _ 


fons in manner forefaid , with a blank preſentation tothe Patron, 
to be ilted up by his choiſe,& ſabſcribed,or fend the ſamine- tothe 


ſfaids 
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aids Officers of the Kirk, to be conveyed by them to the Patron 
of the vaiking Kirk, as the Presbyterie ſhall chink moſt expedient. 
It is alwayes declared, that this order ſhall be without prejudice to 
the Presbyteries,with conſent foreſ21d,to put actuall Miniſters up- 
on the ſaid Liſt of fix perſons , to be ſent to the Patron of the ſaid 
vaiking Kirks,if they pleaſe. And leſt that the nomination of Ex- | 
pectants by Presbyreries, Synods, or Aſſemblies, in their Rolls or 
Liſts foreſaid,be miſ-interprered,as though rheExpectants nomina- 
red in theſeRolls and Liſts, werethereby holden and acknowledged 
to be qualified, which is not the intention of the Afſembly,who ra- 
ther think ,. that in reſpe& ofthis Order , there ſhould be a 
more exact tryall of Expectants then before : Therefore the Af 
ſembly ordaines, That no Expectants ſhall be pur on the Rolls or 
Liſts above-mentioned , but {uch as have been upon the publicke 
exerciſe, atthe leaſt by the ſpace of half a year, or longer , as the 
Presbyrerie ſhall finde neceſſary. And ſuchlike ordaines, that here- 
after none be admitted to the publicke exerciſe , before they be try- 
ed,according to the tryal appointed for Expectants,at theirentrie to 
the Miniſterie in the late Aſſembly at Glaſgow, in the 24. Article of 
the A of the 23.Seſſion thereof: which tryall, the Aſſembly ap- 
points to be taken of every Expectant, before his admiſſion to the 
publicke exerciſe. And ſuchlike ordaines , Thar the ſamine tryall 
ſhall beagain taken immediatly before their admiſſion to the Mini- 
ſerie, together with their tryall, mentioned in the advice of ſome 
Brethren , depured for penning the corruptions of the Miniſterie, 
approven in the ſaid Act of the Generall Aſſembly at Glaſgow. 
And becauſe thar Kirks of the patronages foreſaids , will vaik be- 
fore the Rolls and Liſts be made up by the Presbyteries , Synods, 
and Generall Afſemblies,in manner foreſaid: Therefore in the zte- 
rim the Aſſembly ordaines the Commiſſioners of every Presbyte- 
rie here preſent , to give ina Liſt of the ableſt Expectants within 
rheir bounds, the morne, to the Clerk of the Aſſembly , that the 
Aſſembly may our of theſe Rolls , make a Liſt ro be ſenr to every 
Presbyterie: Out of which the Presbyteries ſhall make a Liſt of ſix 
perſons, with conſent foreſaid , and fendthe famine upon vacancie 
of any Church within their bounds , together with a preſentation 
to His Majeſtie, or any other patron, in manner foreſaid. And be- 
cauſethe Procurator & Agent of the Kirk cannot ger ſufficient in- 
formation to the Lords of Exchequer,anent the Right 8 Intereſt of 
the Kirk, and Presbyreries in Kirks , whereof gifts of patronages 
may be preſented to the Exchequer : Therefore the Aſſembly or- 
daines,for their better information hereanent, that every Presbyte- 
re, with all diligence, uſe all meanes of exact tryall of the nature 
and qualitie of all Kirks within their bounds, as what Kirks belong 
to the Kings Majeſties patronage, what to other Laick patronages, 
what Kirks of old were planted by Presbyteries , and what by Pre- 
lates, and Biſhops, before the Aſſembly art Glaſgow 1638.what hath 


been the way and time of the change of the planting and PROVE 
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of the Kirks, ifany have been changed, orany otherthing concer- 


ning thenature and qualitie of every Kirk within their bounds, and 


to ſend the ſame to the Procurator of the Kirk with all diligence. 


_ Ae anent Liſts for the Kirks in the Highlands. 1 


Z He Aſſembly conſidering that in Argyle, and in other 
(a, places of the 1riſh language , there will not be gotten ſix 
(3 Expectants able t9 ſpeak that language, And therefore 
2@ the Aſſembly is hopetull, that in theſe ſingular caſes, His 
Majeſtie will be pleaſlec. for Kirks vacand in the Hizhlands , to ac- 
cept of a Lift of ſo many E:::ectants as can be had. , able to ſpeak 
the 1riſh language. And the Conimiſhoners Grace promiſeth to 
recommend it to H1s Majeſt:e. 


* je a 
Ao — 
— _ CO — 


Overtures againſt Papi/ts, non-communicants, 


and profaners of the Sabbath. 
3 & He Aſſembly would draw up a Supplication! ro be 


= preſented by the Commiſſioners ofthe Presbyterie of 

F-c. all Eainburgh to the Councell at their firſt meeting for 
KS che due execution of the Acts of Parliament, and 
=D Councell againſt Papiſts , wherein it will be ſpecially 
craved , that the Exchequer ſhould be the Intromettors with the 
Rents oftheſe who are excommunicare, and that from the Exche- 
quer , the Presbyterie may receive. that portion of the con- 
fiſcat goods , which the Law appoints to be employed ad pros 
Every Presbyterie would conveene at their firſt meeting , all 
knowne Papiſts in their bounds , and require them to put out of 


their company , all friends and ſervants , who are Popith within a 


moneth : alſo within that ſame ſpace , to give their Children, 
Sonnes , and Daughters , who are above 7. years old, to be edu- 
cate at their charges, by ſuch of their Proteſtant friends , as the 
Presbyterie ſhail approve, and finde ſufficient caution for bring- 
ing home within three moneths ſuch of their Children , who are 
without the Kingdome , to be educate in Schooles , and Col- 
ledges , at the Presbyreries ſight ; to finde caution likewiſe of 
their abſtinence from Maſle, and the company of ail Jeſuits and 
Prieſts. | | NY 

That all of whatſoever rank or degree , who refuſe to give fatil-. 
tation , inevery one of the foreſaid Articles , ſhall be proceſſed 
without any delay : but thoſe who give fatisfaction ſhall be- dealt 
with in all meekneſſe, after this manner. The Presbyteries ſhall 
appoint ſuch of their number as they ſhall: find fitteſt to FI 

| B wit 
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with them ſo frequently as the brethren are able to attend,until the 
midſt of obey next , againſt which time jf they benor willing ro 
goto Church , they” ſhall give afſurancero go and dwell in the 
next adjacent Univerſitie Town , whether Edinburgh, Glaſgow, 
S: Anarews, or Aberdeene , from the firſt of November to the 
laſt of March , where they ſhallatrend all the :dyexs of conterence, 
which the profeſſors and Miniſters ofthe bounds ſhall appoinr ro 
them : by which if they be not converted .,. their obſtinacie ſhal} 
be declared in the Provincial Synods of April,& from. thence their 
proceſſe ſhall go on to the very cloſure without any farther delay, 
Thatevery Presbyterie,as they will be anſwerable tothe next 
EOoy Aſſembly , be carefull to doe their duty in all the pre- 
miſſes. 
_ . That there be given preſently by the members of this preſent 
Aſſembly unto the Commiſſioners of the Presbyteric of E4n- 
burzh, a Liſt ofall excommunicate Papiſts they know , and of all 
Papiſts-who have children educate abroad, that they may be 
preſented,rogether with our Supplication,to.the Councell ar their 
firſt ſitting. | 
Thatthe Councell may be ſupplicate for an At, that inno Re- 
iment which goes out of the Kingdome, any Papiſts bear office, 
and tharthe Colonell be required to finde caution for this effe&, 
beforche receive the Councells Warrant for levying any Souldi- 
ers :  alfo that he finde caution for the maintaining of a Miniſter, 
and:keeping ofa Seffionin his Regiment. bs Y 
Trem , the Aflembly would enjoyne every Presbyterie-to. pro. 
ceed againſt non-communicants,whether Papiſts orothers, accor- 
ding to the At of Parliament made thereanent. And ſuchlike, 
that As of Parliament againſt prophaners of the Sabbath be pur 
to execution. © 
The Aſſembly approves the overtures foreſaid , and ordaines 
Presbyteries'to put the ſamine to execution with all diligence : 
and that the Commiſſioners of every Presbyterie give in a Liſt of 
the excommunicate Papiſts within their bounds , and of Papiſts 
children out of the Countrey, tothe Clerk, that the ſame may be 
preſented 'to the Councel by the Commiſſioners ofthis Aſſembly. 


Af anent the Joyning of the Presbyterie of Sky 
to the Synod of Argyle. 


PESIERY He Generall Aſſembly having conſidered the 

Neal 5 .whole proceedings of the Commitltoners of the 
"Nx late Generall Aſſembly , holden at Edinburgh, 
SW9 aneht the reference made to them concerning the 
DERSP Presbyterie of Sky , together with the whole rea- 


SAL VINE 100s pro & contra in the ſaid matter, after mature 

liberation have ratified and approved , and by theſe preſents ra- 

180 V7 ( 4: 
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cifieand approve the ſentence of the ſaids Commiſſioners there- 

intill. And futher ordaines the ſaid Presbyterie of Sky , and of 
all the Miniſters and Elders thereof, to keep the meetings of the 
Provinciall Afſembly of Argyle , where they ſhall happen to be 

appointed in all time _— » {ſuchlike as any other Presbyrerie 

within the bounds of the ſaid Province of Argyle, uſes ro doe. 

And thatthe ſamine Presbyterie be in all time hereafter within 

the Jurifdition of the ſaid Provinciall Aſſembly , without any 

further queſtion to be made thereanent. 


— 


; Seff. VIIL. 3. eAug. poſtmeridiem. 
; The Supplication of this Aſſembly to the 
Kinas Majesrty. 


T0: THE. RK ENGS vr 
Excellent Majeſtie , the heartie thanksgiving, 
and humble Petition of the Generall Aſſembly of 
the Kirk of Scotland , met at S. Andrewes, 

Fuly 27. 1642. | 


i Aw; 7 > Ur hearts were filled with great Joy and 
| IF 4 Gladnefle at rhe hearing of Your Majeſties 
@ Letter , which was read once and againe in 

\ face of the Aſſembly, every line thereof al- 
Yr) Ip moſt eitherexpreſling ſuch affeRion to the re- 
WY / Ae) formed Religion , andſuch royall care of us, 
XG) —p a5 we conld require from a Chriſtian Prince z 
[4 SE 2t> D or requiring ſuch neceſſary duties from us , as 
we are bound to performe as Miniſters of the Goſpel , and Chri- 
ſtian Subjects. For which, as ſolemne thanks were given by the 
Moderator ofthe Aſſembly , fo doe we all with one voice in all 
humility, preſent unto Your Majeſtie the thankfulneſſe of our 
hearts , with our earneſt prayers to God for Your Majeſties pro- 
ſperitic., and the peace of Your Kingdomes , that Your Majeſtie 
may be indeed a nurſing Father to all the Kirks of Chriſt, in Your 
Majeſties Dominions ; and eſpecially to the Kirk of Scotland, 
honoured with Your Birth and Bapriſme ; promiſing our moſt ſe- 
r1ous indeavours by doctrine and life , to advance the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and to keepe the people in our charge in Unity and Peace, 
and in all loyaltie and obedience to Your Majeſtic & Your Lawes-. 

' Your Majefties commands to Your Commiſſioner, the Earle of 
Dumfermling , to receive from us our juſt and reaſonable we — 
| B 2 of 
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IO The Generall Aſſembly, 1642. 
for what may further ſerve for the good of Religion here , the 
favours which we have received already, and Your Majeſties de- 
fire and delight to do good, exprefled in Your Letter, are as many 
encouragements tous , to take the boldnefle in all humility to pre- 
ſent unto Y our Majeſtie ( beſide the particulars recommended ro 
Your Majeſties: Commiſſioner ) one thing, which for the preſent 
is the chieteſt of all Our deſires, as ſerving moſt for the glory of 
Chriſt , for Your Majeſties Honour and Comfort ; and not only 
for the good of Religion here ., but for the true happinefſe and 
eace of all Your Majeſties Dominions ; which is no new moti- 
on , but the proſecution of that ſame which was madeby the 
Commiſſioners of this Your Majeſties Kingdome in the late Trea- 
ty , and which Your Majeſtie,with advice of both Houſes of Par- 
liament,did approve in theſe words : To their deſire concerning unity 
in Religion and Uniformitie of Church-government,as aſpeciall means of 
conſerving of Peace . betwixt the two Kingdomes , uponthe grounds and 
reaſons contained in the Paper of the 10.of March,ziven in to theTreaty 
and Parliament of England: It # anſwered, upon the 15. of June , that 
His cMajeſtie, with advice of both Houſes of Parliament , doth ap- 
prove of the afſection of His Subjeits of Scotland , in their deſire of ha- 
ving the conformity of Church-government betwixt the two Nations,and 
as the Parliament hath already taken into conſideration the reformation 
of Church-government , ſo they:will proceede therein in due time as ſhall 
beſt conduceto the glory of God, the peace of the Church, and of both King- 
domes , 11. of June, 1641. In Our Anſwer to a Declaration ſenr 
by the now Commiſſioners of this Kingdome from both Houſes of 
Parliament , we have not only preſſed this point of unity. in Reli- 
gi0n-and Uniformity of Church-government, as a-meane of a 
 firme'and durable union betwixt the two Kingdomes, and without 
which former experiences” put us out of hope long to enjoy 
the puritic of the Goſpel with Peace, bur alſo have rendred the 
reaſons ot our hopes and confidence , as from other conffderati- 
ons , ſoirom Your Majeſttes late Letter to this Aſſembly , thar 
Your Majeſty ina happy conjunction with the Houſes ot Parlia- 
ment , will be pleaſedro ſettle this: bleſſed Reformation, with ſo 
earneſtly delired a Peace in all Your Dominions. And therefore 
we Your Majeſties moſt loving Subjects in name of the whole 
Kirks of Scotland, repreſented by us, upon the knees of our hearts, 
doe moſt humbly and' earneſtly beg , thar Your Majeſtie in the 
deep of Your Royall Wiſedome, and from Your affe&tion to the 
true Religion , and the Peace of Your Kingdomes, may be moved 
to'conſider,thatthe God of Heaven and Earth is calling for this 
Reformation at Your hands , and thar as You are his Vice-gerent, 
ſo You may be his-prime Inftrament in it, If it ſhall pleaſe the 
Lord ( which'is our defire and hope ) that this bleſſed unity in 
Religionand Unitormity in Government ſhall be brought abour 
Your Majeſties Conſcience in performing of ſo great a duty , ſhall 
bea wel-fpring of comtortto Your Self, Your memory ſhall be a 
£ S {ſweet 
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fect favour ; 'and Your namerenowned'o all following genera- 
tions. And if theſe.unhappy commotioris and divifionsſhall end in 
this peace and uinity, then itſhall appear in the Providence of God, 
they were but the noyſe of many waters , and the voice of a great 
thunder before. the. voice 'of- harpers harping with their harps, 
which ſhall fill this whole Iland with melodie and mirth , and the 
name of ir ſhallbe, T uz Loxpd Is Tuxrxs. 


LPT 


The Declaration of the Parliament of England, 


; ſent to the Aſſembly. 


2, He Lords and Commons in this preſent Parlia- 
5 en ment aſſembled, finding totheir grear grief, that the 
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2 diſtractions ofthis Kingdome daily increaſe , and 
y EY that the wicked counſells and practices of a malig- 
i MOSS nant party amongſt us ( if 'God prevent them nor ) 
ALSBRLAY are like to caſt this Nation into bloud and-confuſt- 
on, To teſtifieto all the World how earneſtly they defire to avoide 
a Civill Warre, they have addrefled themſelves in an-hymble Sup- 

licationto His Majeſty, for the prevention thereof. <A Copy of 
which their Petition, they have thought fit to ſend at'this time to 
the Nationall Aſſembly ofr}'e Church of Scotland , to theiintent 
that that Church-and Kingdome ( whereunto they are united by ſo 
many and ſo near bonds and tyes,as well Spirituall as Civill ) may 
ſee that the like minde is now in them. that fotmerly appeared to be 
in tharNation. And that they areas tender of theeffuſton of Chri- 
{tian bloud on the one ſide, as they are zealous on the other ſide of 
a due Reformation both inChurch & State. In which work, whileſt 
they were labouring , they have been interrupted bythe plots and 
practices of a malignant party of Papiſts , and ill-aﬀedted perſons, 
eſpeci:lly of the corrupt and diflolute Clergy , by the incitement 
and-inſtigation of Biſhops, and others , whoſe avarice and ambition 
being -not able to bear the Reformation endeavoured by the Par- 
liament, they have laboured {( as we can expectlittle better fruit 
from {uch trees.) to kindle a flame, and raiſe a combuſtion within 
the bowels of this Kingdome : Which if by our humble ſupplica- 
tion to His Majeſty it may be prevented, and that according to our 
earneſt defire therein , all Force and Warlike preparations being 
laydeaſide, we may returneto a peaceable and Parliamentary pro- 
ceeding, We do not doubt, but that by the bleſsing of Almighty 
God upon our endeavours, we ſhall ſettle matters both in Church 
and State, to the encreaſe ot His Majeſties Honour and State , the 
peace andproſperitie of this Kingdome , andeſpecially to the glory 
of God , by the advancement ofthe true Religion, and ſuch a Re- 
tormation ofthe Church , as ſhall be moſt agreeable ro Gods 
Word. Out of all which, there will alſo moſt undoubredly reſult a 

moſt 
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moſt firme and ſtable Union between the rwo Kingdomes of Zne- 
land and Scotland, which according to eur Proteſtation, we ſhall by 
all good wayes and meanes , upon all occaſions, labour to preſerve 
and maintaine. 


Subſcribitur Jo. Brown Cleric. Parliament. 


The Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Declaration of 
the Parliament of England. 


D) ving received a Declaration ſent unto them by the 
Commiſſioners of this Kingdome , now at London, 


369 from the Honourable Houſes of the Parliament of 


& England, expreſſing their care to prevent the effuſi- 


”® on of Chriſtian bloud in that Kingdome , and their 
affections to Reformaion both in Kirk and State,, and having taken 
the ſame to ſuch conſideration as'the importance of ſo weighty 
matters , and the high eſtimation they have of ſo wiſe-and ho- 
nourable a meeting as is the Parliament of Exgland , did 
require ; have with univerſall conſent reſolved upon this fol- 
lowing Anſwer. 

That from the recent ſenſe of the goodneſle of God , in their 
own late deliverance , and from their earneſt defire of all happi- 
neſſe to our native King and that Kingdome , they blefle the Lord 
for preſerving them in the midſt of ſo many unhappy diviſions and 
troubles from a bloudy Inteſtine War , which is from God the 
greateſt Judgement , and to ſuch a nation the compend of all cala- 
mities. They alſo give God thanks for their former and preſent 
deſires of a Reformation,eſpecially of Religion,which- is the glory 
and ſtrength of a Kingdome , and bringeth with it all temporall 
bleſſings of proſperity and peace. | 

Thar the hearts of all the members of this Aſſembly , and of 
all the wel-affected within this Kingdome , are exceedingly grie- 
ved and made heavy , that in ſo long a time, againſt the profeſſions 
both of King and Parliament , and contrary to the joynt deſires 
and prayers of the godly in both Kingdomes, to whom it is more 
deare and precious then what is deareſt to them in the world, 
the Reformation of Religion hath moved ſo ſlowly, and ſaffered 
ſo great interruption. They conſider that not only Prelats, formall 
Profeſſours, profane and worldly men , and all that are popiſhly 
affected , are bad counſcllours and workers, and do abuſe their 
power, and bend all their ſtrength and policies againſt the Work 
of God, but the God of this world alſo, with Principalities and 
Powers , the rulers of the darknefle of this world , and ſpirituall 
wickedneſle in high places , are working with all their force and 
fraud in the ſame oppoſition,not without hope of ſucceſſe , they 
having 
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having prevailed ſo far from the beginning, , That in the times 
of the beſt Kings of Fuds of old , and the moſt-part of the Refor- 
med Kirks.of late, a throhgh and perfect Refgxmation.of Rehgi- 
on bath beena work tall of difficulties , Yer, doe they conceive, 
that as it ought firlt of all co be intended , ſo ſhowldatbeabove all 
other things , with confidence in God, whois greater then the 
world,8 he who 1s in the world, moſt ſeriouſly endeavoured; And 
that when the ſupreame Providence giveth opportunity.of the ac- 
cepted time and day of ſalvation, no other wark, can profperin the 
hands of his ſervants, # it be not apprehended;and with. all reve- 


rence and faithfulneſſe improved. This Kirk and Natiori;when the 


Lord gavethem the calling,conſidered not theirown deadnefle;nor 
ſtaggered at the promiſe through unbeliet , but . gave glory to 
Gt, And who knoweth ( weſpeak1tin hunulity andiloye , and 
from no other mind then from a defire-otthe'bleſhing of God: upon 
our King and that Kingdome ) but the Lord hath now ſome con- 
troverſie with England, which will not be removed , till firſt and 
before all, the worſhip of his name , and the government of his 
houſe'be ſettled according to his own will 2 When this defire ſhall 
Cone , it ſhall be to England , aiter.fo long.geferred hopes, a tree 
of like , which ſhall not only yeeld temporaliblefhings unto them- 
ſelves, but alſo ſhall ſpread the branches-ſo. far, that borh this na- 
tion and other reformed Kirks ſhall-finde the' fruits thereof to their 
great ſatisfaction. ; Fo 37: 77! 

The Commiſſioners of this-Kingdome in the late Treaty of 
peace , conſidering thar: Religion 1s not anly the meane of rhe 
ſervice of God , and ſaving of Souls, but 1s alſothe baſe and foun- 
dation of Kingdomes and Eſtates , andthe ſtrongeſt band to rye 
Subjects to their Prince in true'loyaltie , and to knit the hearts 
of one to another intrue unity and-love, They did with preface of 
all due reſpe&tand reverence far from arrogancy orpreſumprion,re- 
preſent in name of this Kingdome;theirferious thoughts & earneſt 


= 


deſires for unity of Religion , That in all his Majeſfties Dominions, 


there might be one Confeſſion of Faith, one.direQory of worſhip, 
one publicke Catechiſme , and one Forme of. Kirk-Governmenr. 
This they conceived to beacceptable.to God: Almighty , who de- 
lighteth to ſee his People walking.in'truth and unity , tobe a ſpeci- 
all. means for conſerving of peace betwixtthe Kingdomes;of eaſing 
the Kings Majeſty, andthepublicke government'of much rrouble, 
which arifeth from differences of Religion, very grievous to Kings 
and Eſtates ; ofgreat content tothe King himſelf, to his' Nobles, 
his Court,8all his People,when(occaſtoned to beabroad)withour 
{cruple-to themſelves, or ſcandall to others , all may reſort ro the 
ſame publicke worſhip,as if they were attheir own dwellings ; of 
{uppreſsing the names of Herefies,andSects,Puritans,Conformiſts, 
Separatifts, Anab 
both of Kirkand Kingdoie ; of deſpaire of ſaccefſe to Papiſts and 
Recuſants, to havetheir profeſsion; which isinconfiftent with the 

rue 


aptiſts, 8&c. which doe Tent aſunder the bowels 
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14- The Generall Aſſembly, 1642. 
rrue Proteſtant Religion,and-authority of Princes.,ſet up again, and 
of drawing the hearts and hands of Miniſters , from unpleafant and 
unprofitable Controverſies,to the preſsing ofmortification, and to 
Treatifes of txue pietie,and prafticall Divinity. The Afembly doth 
now enter'upon the labour of the Commils ioners,unto Which they 
are encouraged , not onely by their faichfizlneſle in the late Treary, 
butalſo by the zeale and example of the Generall Aſſemblies of 
this Kirk in former times;as may appeare by the Aſſembly at Edin- 
burzh,Decemb.2'5.in the year 1566. which ordained a Letter tobe 
ſent to' England againſt the Surplice , Tipper,Corner-cap, and ſuch 
other Ceremonies as then troubled that Kirk , that'they might be 
removed. By the Aſſembly at Edinburgh, April 24. 1583. hum- 
bly deſiring the Kings Majeſty,to command his Ambaſſadour,then 
going tO England.to deale with the Queen, That there might be-an 
Union-and. Band , betwixt them-and other Chriſtian Princes 
and Realmes, profelsing the true Religion, for defence and prote- 
Qionofthe Word of God,and Profeſſours thereof, againſt the per- 
ſecution of Papiſts and confederates , joyned and united together 
by the bloudy league of Trezt : asallo that her Majeſty would diſ- 
,burdentheir brethrenof Zxzland of the yoke of Ceremonies,impo- 


ſed upon them , againſt the liberty of the Word: And by the Aſ- 


ſembly at Edinburgh, March 3. 1589. ordaining the Presbyterie of 
Edinburgh , to uſe all:good and poſsible meanes for the relief and 
comfort of the Kirk of England,then heavily troubled for the main- 
taining the true diſcipline and government of the Kirk,and thatthe 
Brethren in their private and publick prayers, recommend the eſtate 
of the afflited Kirk of EnelandtoGod. While now by the mercy of 
God,the conjunttion of the two Kingdomes is many wayes increa- 
ſed, the zeale of the Generall Aflembly rowards their happineſle 
ought ta. be no lefle. .But beſides theſe, the Aſſembly is much en- 
couraged unto this dutie, both from the Kings Majeſty and his Par- 
liament, joyntly, in their Anſwer to the propoſition , made by the 
Jate Commiſsioners of the Treaty, in theſe words : To their de- 
ſire concerning unity of Religion , and uniformity off Kirk-government, 
as 4 [peciall meanes for 5 cn*4 0 ue betwixt the two Kingdomes, 
upon the grounds and reaſons containcd in the paper of the 10. of March, 
and given into the Treatic and Parliament of England: 1t is anſwered 
wponthe 15.0f June, That His Majeſtie with advice of both Houſes of 
Parliament, doth approve of the affection of Hws Subjects of Scotland, in 
their deſire of having conformitie of Kirk-zovernment , between the two 
Nations,and as the Parliament hath alreadie taken into conſideration the 


Reformation of Kirk-government, ſo they will proceed therein in due 


time, as ſhall beſt conduce to the glory of God, the peace of the Kirk, and of 
both Kingdomes. :And alſo ſeverally : for His Majeſtie knoweth, 
that the cuſtodie and vindication, the conſervation and purgation 
of Religion , are a great part of the dutie of Civill authority and 


power. - His Majeſties late pratice while he was here in perſon , in_ 


reſorting frequently to the exerciſes of publick worſhip, His Royall 
_ | : actions 
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actions,ineſtabliſhing the worſhip and government of this Kirk in 
Parliament, and/in giving order. for a competent maintenance to 
the Miniſtery and Seminaries of the Kirk , and His Majeſties grati- 
ous Letter to the aflembly ( ſeconded by the ſpeech of His Maje- 
ſties Commilſsioner ) which containes this religious exprefsion : 
Where any thing is amiſſe,we will endeavour a Reformation in a fair and 
orderly: way and where Reformation ts ſettled , we reſolve with that au- 
thority wherewith God hat veſted us, to maintain and defend it in peace 
and liberty againſt all trouble that can come from without , and againſt 
all Hereſres, Seits,and Schiſmes,which may ariſe from within. All theſe 
doe make us hopefull that His Majeſtie will not oppoſe, but ad- 
vance the work of Reformation. In like manner the Honourable 
Houſes of Parliament , as they have many times before witneſſed 
their zeale , ſonow alſo in their Declaration ſent to the Aſſembly, 
which nor only ſheweth the conſtancy of their zeal, but their grear 
orief that the worke hath been interrupted by a malignant party of 
Papiſts & evill-affected perſons,eſpecially of the corrupt and diſſo- 
lure Clergie, by the incitement and inſtigation of Biſhops and 0- 
thers, their hope according to their earneſt defire, when they ſhall 
returne to a peaceable and Parliamentary proceeding , by the bleſ- 
ſing of God, to ſettle ſucha Reformation in the Church,as ſhall be 
agreeable ro Gods word , and that the reſult ſhall be a moſt firme 
and ſtable union between the two Kingdomes of Zrgland , and 
Scotland, &c. The Aſſembly alſo is not a little encouraged by a 
Letter ſent from many reverend Brethren of the Kirk of England, 
expreſſing their prayers and endeavours againſtevery thing which 
ſhall be found prejudiciallto the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdome of 
Chriſt, and the Peace of their Soveraigne. Upon theſe encou- 
ragements , and having ſo patent a doore of hope , the Aſſembly 
doth confidently expect, that England will now beſtirre themſelves 
inthe beſt way for a Reformation of Religion, and do moſt wil- 
lingly offer their prayers and uttermoſt endeavours for furthering 
ſo great a Work, wherein Chriſt is {o much concerned in his glory, 
the King in his honour, the Kirk and Kingdome of Exeland intheir 


happineſſe, and this Kirk and Kingdome in the purity and peace of 


the Goſpel. 

That the Aſſembly alſo from ſo many reall invitations,are hearte- 
ned to renew the Propoſition made by the aforenamed Com- 
mifſioners of this Kingdome,for beginning the Work of Reforma- 
tion , at the uniformity of Kirk-government. For what hope can 
there be of Unity in Religion , of one Confeſhon of Faith , one 


-Forme of Worſhip , and one Catechiſme, till rhere be firſt one 


Forme of Ecclefiaſticall Government 2 Yea , what hope canthe 
Kingdome and Kirk of Scotland have of a firme and durable Peace, 


till Prelacie, which hath been the main cauſe of their miſeries and 


troubles, firſt and laſt, be plucked up, root and branch, as a plant 
which God hath nor planted, 8 from which,no better fruits can be 
expected then ſuch ſower grapes , as this day ſet on edge the King- 


. dome of England? C The 
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VI. 


The Prelaticall Hierarchie being pur out of the way , the Work 
will be eafte, without forcing of any conſcience,to ſettle in-England 
the government of theReformed Kirks by Aſſemblies. For although 
the Reformed Kirks do hold,withonr doubting, their Kirk Officers, 
and Kirk-government by Aſſemblies higher & lower,in their trong 
and beautifull ſubordination,to be jure a/w/190,8 perperuall: yet Pre- 
Jacie, as it differeth from the Office of a Paſtor, is almoſt univerſal- 
ly acknowledged by the Prelats themſelves, and their adherents , 
to be but an humane ordinance,introduced by humane reaſon, and 
ſettled by humane Law and Cuſtome for ſuppoſed conveniency : 
which therefore by humane authority , without wronging any 
mins conſcience , may be altered and aboliſhed upon ſo grear a ne- 
ceſlity, as 18 a hearty conjunction with all the Reformed Kirks, a 
firme and well grounded Peace berwixt the two Kingdomes., tor- 
merly divided in themſelves, and betwixt themſelves by this par- 
tition wall , and a perfe&t Union of the Kirks in the two Nations : 
which although by the providence of God in one Lland, and under 
one Monarch, yet ever {ince the Reformation,& for the preſent alſo, 


are at greater difterence in the point of Kirk-government, which in 


all places hath a powerfull influence upon all the parts of Religion, 
then any other Reformed Kirks, although in Nations atgreareſt di- 
ſtance. and under divers Princes. | 

W hat may be required ofthe Kirk of Scot{and for furthering the 
Work of Uniformitie of Goverament,or for agreeing upon a com- 
mon Confeſſion of Faith,Catechiſme, and directory for Worſhip, 
ſhall according to the order given by this Aſſembly , be moſt wil- 
lingly performed by Us , who long extreamely forthe day when 
King and Parliament ſhall joyne for bringing to paſle ſo great , ſo 
9p0da Work, That all Warres and Commotions ceafing , all Su- 
perſtition, Idolatry,Hereftes, Sedts, and Schiſmes being removed, 
as the Lords one, ſo his name may be one amongſt us ; and mer- 
cy and truth, righteouſneſſe and peace meeting together , and kif+ 
ſing oneanother, may dyell in this Iland. 


. 
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Act Sefl. VIIL eAug.z. 1642. 
Overtures for tranſplantation of Miniſters , and 
proviſion of Schooles, ordained by the late A/- 
/embly at Edinburgh, to be ſent to Synods, and 
reported to this «Aſſembly. 


_ —_—_————_ 


——— " _ 


A& Sefl. X I. Edinb, Aug. 5.1642. 
Theſe Overtures underwritten, anent the hs) prin. of eMiniſters,and 
 Profeſſors.to Kirks and Colledges, being read in audience of the Aſſem- 
. bly,and thereafter reviſed. by a Committee appointed for that effec, 
The Aſſembly appoints them to be [ent to tae everall Synods, to be con- 
ſidered by them , and they to report their judgements thereof to the 
next Generall Aſſembly. | 
Z><3450 tranſportation would be grantad hereafter without ci- 
CIEnanLa ration TT edi having ined (0; the Miniſter who 
£2 N 22 1s fought and his Pariſh ) to-hear what they can oppoſe, 
SYS 999 andthe matteris to come firſt to both the Presbyteries 
(vi3,thar wherein the Miniſter dwells, whoſe tranſportation is 
ſought,and the other Presbyrerie to which he 1s ſought,if the Kirks 
lye in ſeverall Presbyteries) and if thaPresbyteries agree not,then 
the matters to be brought tothe Synod , or Generalt Afembly 
(which ofthem ſhal firſt occurre after ſuchtranſportation is ſought) 
and if the Synod ( occurring firſt ) agree not ; or ifthere be appeale 
made from it,then the matteris to come to the Generall Aflembly. 

A Miniſter may be tranſplanted trom a particular Congregation 
( where he can only doe good to a part)to ſuch aplace , where he 
may benefite the whole Kirk of Scotland, becaule , in reaſon the 
wholeisto be preferred toa-part,ſuch as Edinburgh. 

x. Becauſe all the great Juſtice Courts fit there , as Councell, 
Seſſion, Juſtice Generall, Exchequer,8:c.and it concerns the whole 
Kirk.that theſe Fountains of Juſtice be kept clean,both in the point 
of Faith,and Manners. 

2. Becauſe there is great. confluence to Edinburgh, from time to 
time,ofmany of the chief Members of the whole Kingdome, and it 
concerns the whole Kirk to have theſe well ſeaſoned , who (appa- 
rently ) are tobe the Inſtruments of keeping this Kirk and King- 
domein goodreimper. | | 

That this may be the more eaſily done, the Afembly firſt re- 
commends to Edinburgh , that ſome young men of excellent ſpi- 
rits may' be ( upon the charges of the ſaid Town ) trained up, at 
home or abroad , toward the Miniſtery from time totime. Se- 
condly, we mean not, that allthe places ofthe Miniſterie of Fa7- 

'burgh be filled with Miniſters to be tranſported by Authoritie of 
this At, but onely-rill they be provided of one Miniſter ( tranſ- 
C3 planred 
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planted by the Authority of the Afembly ) for every Kirk in 
Edinburgh, andthat the reſt of the places be filled,either according 
ro the Generall Rules of tranſportation tor the whole Kingdome; 
or by agreement with a&uall Miniſters , and their Pariſhes, 
with conſent of the Presbyterie or Synod , to the which they be- 
long. 

In the next roome , we finde, that it is a tranſporting of Mini- 
ſters for publick good, that Colledges , ( having the profeſſion of 
Divinitie ) be well provided of Profeflors. 

Wherein the Colledge of Divinitic in S. Andrews ts firſt to be 
ſerved , without taking any Profeſſors or Miniſters out of Zain- 
burzh, Glaſgow , or Aberdene , and then the reſt of the Colledges 
would be provided for, as their neceſſity ſhall requite : yer ( in re- 
ſpect of the preſent ſcarcity ) it were good for the Univerſities to 
ſend abroad for able and approved men,to be Profeſſors of Divini- 
tie, that our Miniſters may be kept in their paſtorall charge aſmuch 
as may be. 

Towns alſo wherein Colledges are , are very conſiderable inthe 
matter oftranſportarion. | 

Alſo Congregations,where Noblemen have chief reſidence. are 
to be regarded, whether planted or unplanted , and a care is to be 

had,that none be admitted Miniſters where Popiſh Noblemen re- 
ſide, but ſuch as are able men { eſpecially for controverſies ) by 
ſight of the Presbyterie : and moreover it 15 neceflary , that ſuch 
Miniſters as dwell where Popiſh Noblemen are , and are not able 
for controverſies, that they betranſported. 

They who defire the tranſportation of a Miniſter,ſhould be obli- 
ged togive reaſons for their deſire : Neither ſhould any Presbyre- 
rie or Aflembly., paſſe a ſentence for tranſportation of any Mini- 
ſter;rill they give reaſons for the expediencie of the ſame , both to 
him and his Congregation , and to the Presbyrerie whereof he is a 
member. If they acquieſce to the reaſons given , it is ſo much rhe 
better : if they doe not acquieſce, yet the Presbyterie , or Aſſem- 
bly, ( by giving ſuch reaſons before the paſſing of their ſentence ) 
ſhall make it manifeſt ; that what they doe is not pro arbitratu, wel 
7mperio only, but upon grounds of reaſon. 

Becauſe there is ſuch ſcarcity of Miniſters having the 1r;ſh rongue, 
neceſfity requires , that when they be found in the Low-lands,they 
betranſported tothe High-lands: providing their condition be not 
made worſe,but rather better by their tranſportation. 

In the point of voluntary tranſportation,no Miniſter ſhalltranſa&t 
andagree with any Pariſh, to be tran{ported thereto, without a full 
hearing of him , and his Pariſh , before the Presbyrerie to which 
he belongs in his preſent charge, or ſuperiour Kirk judicatories , if 
need ſhall be. 

The planting of vacant Kirks,is not to be tyedto any(either Mi- 
niſters,or Expectants) within a Presbyrterie : but a free eleion is to 
be,according to the order of our Kirk,8 Lawes of our Kingdome. 

The 
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The chief Burghs of the Kingdome are to be delired to traine 
up young men of excellent ſpirits for the Miniſterie , according to 
their power; as was recommended to Edinburgh : Which courſe 
will in time ( God willing ) prevent many tranſplantations. 


—__ 


Le e——_ 


The overtures under-written anent the Schooles being likewiſe read in 
audience of the Aſſembly , they recommend the particulars, therein 
mentioned,anent the providing of the maintenance for School-maſters, 
to the Parliament : and ordaine the reſt to be ſcnt to the Synods tobe 
conſidered by them, and they to report their judgements thereof to the 


next General Aſſembly, as ſaid is, Pe 

>» Very Pariſh would have a Reader , and aSchoole, 
2 where children are to be bred,in reading,writing, 
Fo and grounds of Religion , according to the laud- 
/ Mp able Acts, both .of Kirk and Parliament , made 
C Oar betore. 

"= And where Grammar Schooles may be had, as 
| in Burghs , and 1n other conſiderable places, 
( among which all Presbyreriall Seats are to be reputed )that they 
be erected, and held hand to. TI OY 

Anent theſe Schooles,:very Miniſter with his Elders, ſhall give 
accomptto the Presbyteries at the viſitation of the Kirk ; the Preſ- 
byteriesare to make report to the Synod,and the Synod to the Ge- 
nerall Aſembly,that Schooles are planted,as above-ſaid, and how 
they are provided with men and means. 

And becauſe this hath been nioſt neglected in the High-lands, 
Llands,and borders. Therefore the Miniſters of every Pariſh ate to 
inſtruc by their Commiſhoners, to the next Generall Aſſembly, 
that this courſe is begun betwixt and then : and they are'Farther to 
certifie from one Generall Aſſembly to another , whether this 
courſe is continued without 0 1:1fhon,or not. 

And becauſe the means hitherto named, or appointed for 
Schooles of all ſorts, hath been both little ; and ill payed ; There- 
fore, beſide former appointments ; ( the execution whereof is 
humbly deſired, and to be petitioned for , at the hands of His Ma- 
jeſtic and the Parliament) The Aſſembly would further ſupplicate 
this Parliament , that they ( in their wifedome ) _—_ finde 
out how means ſhall be had for ſo good an uſe , eſpecially that the 
children of poore men, ({ being very capable of learning, and of 
good engines ) may be trained up , according as the exigence and 
neceſſity of every place ſhall require. And that the Commiſſo- 
ners , who fhall be named by this Aſſembly , to wait upon the 
Parliament , may be appointed to repreſent this to His Majeſtie, 
and the Parliament, ſeeing His ſacred Majeſtic ; by His gracious 
_ _ put us in hope hereof, wherewith we have been much 
rerretned. ; 


The Aſſembly would ſupplicate the Parliament, thart for pe? 
| 0 
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of the fineſt and beſt ſpirits of the High-lands , and borders, 
maintenance may be allotted ( as to Butſars) to be bred in Univer- 


F 


ſities. 

For the time and mannet of viſitation of Schooles, and contri- 
ving the beſt and moſt compendious and orderly courle ofteaching 
Grammar, we humbly defire the Aſſembly to appoint a Commit- 
tee forthat effect , who may report their diligence to the next Ge- 


nerall Aſſembly. 


The Overtures and Articles above-written beins reported to this Aſ- 
 ſembly, after reading and ſerious conſideration thereof , the Aſſembly 
approves the [amine , eAnd ordaines them to have the flrength of an 
Act and'ordinazce of A(ſembly in all time-coming. 


0” , & FY FEY : 4 —_— 


Sel. XI. &/ Ug.5. 164-2. 


eAft anent contrary Oaths. 


Cz ÞRHec Generall Aſſembly finding the inconvenience 
| 120N of contrary Oaths in trying of Adulteries, Forni- 
X@21.&-29 cations, and other Faults and Scandalls,doe there- 
F&-1) WAg fore for eviting thereof, diſcharge Synods., Preſ- 
ZW , WP byteries and Sefſions , to take Oath of both par- 
VS Cad >e ties inall time hereafter, Recommending to them 
inthe mean time all other order and wayes of tryall uſed in ſuch 
caſes : And that there may be a common order and courſe kept in 
chis Kirk of trying of publick Scandalls, The Afembly ordains the 
Presbyteries to adviſe upon ſome common order hereintill, and to 
report their judgements tothe next Afſembly. a 


Overtures anent Family Exerciſes , Catechijing, 
keeping of Synods and Presbyteries, and re- 
ftraint of eAdulterics , I. uch-crafts , and 


'other groſſe ſms. 


The Committee ſupplicates the Aſſembly, 


| CS ENEO urge the ſeverall Synods and -Presbyreries, eſpeci- 


250 ally cheſe of the North, that Family Exercilc in Re- 
PQ ligion , viſitation of the Churches , Catechifing, 
e2@Y'keeping Of the Presbyteriall and Provinciall mee- 
DD BY&R(GB) . x.0_ | , ; , 

aA tings: Cboth by preaching and ruling: Elders, :)-be 
Ft SC<R<0q ore carefully obſerved. 142443119 
-'Thatthe Clerkurleaſt ſubſcribe 'every' book before it' come to 
| | the 
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the Aſſembly, and thatevery Act be noted on the Margent , for a 
directory of expedition. Flite 

3. Thatthe Aſſembly would ſeriouſly ſtudie by all means and 


wayes how to procure the Magiſtrates concurrence,to curb and pu- 
niſh theſe notorious vices which abound in the Land , eſpecially in 


the Northern patts. 


The Aſſembly approves the Overtures foreſaids , and ordaines them to 
be obſerved : and for the laſt, the 4 embly being confident of the rea- 
dineſſe of the Fudge Ordinair to reſtrain and puniſh theſe faults, Doe 
therefore ordain all Presbyteries to give up to the Fuſtice , the names 
of the Adulterers,inceſtuons perſons, witches and ſorcerers,and others, 
guilty of ſuch groſſe and fearfull ſuns within their bounds that they may 
be proceſſed and puniſhed according to the Laws of this Kingdome ; and 
that the Presbyteries and Synods be carefull herein, as they will anſwer 
fo the Generall Aſſemblies. And becauſe that witch-craft , charming, 
and ſuch like, proceedes many times from ignorance : Therefore 6h 
Aſſembly ordams all Miniſters , eſpecially in theſe parts where theſe 
ſins are frequent, to be diligently preaching, catechiſing , and confe- 


rence, to informe their peoplethereintill, 


- 
i 08 mad; 


< .eAL-5: Aug. 164.2. 
eA' againſt Petitions,Declarations, and ſuch like 


inname of +» Miniſters , without their 


knowledge and conſents. 


LS O— 


AR P29 DEGHe Generall Aſſembly being informed , that after 
4b , F-4 . © - « 

"08 [©@N the Petition preſented to the Lords of His Maje- 

9271 [4,@/9 ſties Privie Councell by the Noblemen, Burgeſ- 


G; - | 
SZ@( ſecs, and Miniſters, occaſionally mer at Edinburgh 


2) 7p the 31.day of Hay laſt by-paſt , had received a 
oe >>e2g very gratious Anſwer, There was another Peritt- 
on given in to their Lordſhips upon the day of Fune 
laſt, entituled; The Perition of the Nobilitie, Gentrie, Burrowes, 
Miniſters, Commons: which as it was not accompanied with any 
one Miniſter to the-Lords of Privie Councell, ſo all the Minifters 
ofthis Aſſembly,diſclaimes and diſavoweth any knowledge ghere- 
of, or acceſſion thereto. And the Afſembly conceiving thar the 
Kings Majeſty Himſelt,andallthe Courts and Judicatories of this 
Kingdome may be deluded and abuſed , and the Kirk in Generall, 
and Miniſtersin particular injured and prejudged by the like practi- 


ces hereafter. Do therefore prohibite and diſcharge all and every 
| Oneto pretend orulethe name of Miniftexs to gay Petition, Decla«, 


ration; 
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ration,or ſuchlike at any time hereafter without their knowledge, 


conſent and affiſtance : And it any ſhall do the contrary , ordaines 


Presbyreries and Pxrovinciall Afſtmblies to proceed againſ them 
with. the weneh: cenſ ares of the Kirk. 


"4 
OT IP . 


Seff;X1, 5, fs 164.2. 


WR, Þ anent the ofl ſemblies deſires to the 
| Lords of Councell, and conſer- 


wvators of © Peace. 


Fc 77oY 2 WW. TT He Aſſembly being moſt deſirous to uſeall, and to 
SABERAS Rog OMiItno fawfull meane or occaſion to reſtific their 
ZN, zeale by dealing with Godand man , for furthe- 
of [ ranice of theirdefires of Unity in Religion , and 
RN 
WAN Ap3P; uniformity of Kirk-government, And confidering 
0) 2p UP% the great neceflity, that the Kirk and State contri- 
burte jointly their beſt endeavours to this happy 
end : Therefore enjoynes the Moderator, and the Commiſſioners 
from the Aſſembly, to ſupplicate with all carneſtnefle and reſpect, 
the Lords of His Majeſties Honourable Privie Councell , and 
likewiſe the Commilsioners appointed by- His Majeſtic, and the 
Parliament,for conſervation of the Peace, that they may be pleaſed 
tO:CAQNEuIte with the Kirk in the like deſires to His Majeſty,andthe 
Parliament of Enghind, and inthe like directions tothe Commiſ- 
ſioners ofthis Kingdome, at London for the rime', that by: all poſ- 
{ible means,Civill and Eccleſiaftick , this bleſſed Worke may be 
advanced, and a happy ſettling berwixt” His Majeſtic and His Par- 
liament , may be endeayoured , and the common .Peace betwixr 
the Eppfotnes continued and ſtrengthened.” 
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The anbls huble deſire to the Kings Ma- 
= "ef for" the Signator of 500. lib. ſterling, 


and recommendation Er the "Age Com- 
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dedication of 500. lib. ſterling,out of the readieft of his Rents and 
revenues , to be employed yearly on publick neceſlary and pious 
uſes of the Kirk, at the fight of the Generall Aſſembly , ' as His 
Majeſtics gratious Anſwerot the 3. of Fanuary , 1642. regiſtrar 
in their books at His Majeſties own defire , for their turther afſlu- 
rance of His Majeſties pious zeale , doth more fully proport. Like- 
as being, informed thar His Majeſtie was gratiouſly pleaſed ro 
ſigne and ſend downto the Kirk the Signator of the ſaid 500. lib. 
yearly to have paſt the Exchequer , albeit the ſamine is not as yer _ 
delivered ; And confidering His Majeſties pious dire&ions to them 
by His Majeſties Letter to plant and viſit the utmoſt skirts and 
borders of the Kingdome , as moſt neceſſary for the glory of God, 
the good of the Kirk , and 'His Majeſties honour , and ſervice, 
which is only ſtopped by the want of charges for publick viſitati- 

ons, And withall to remonſtrate tro His Majeſtie by His Com- 
miſſioner , their juſt and neceſſary deſires for what may further 
{erveto the good of Religion , whereunto His Majeſties Commil- 
ſioner promiſed his beſt endeavours and afliftance. Therefore the 
Aſſembly doth moſt earneſtly recommend to His Majeſtics Com-. 
miffionerro repreſent to His Majeſtie, with his beſt affiſtance , the 
humble and neceflary deſires of the whole Aﬀembly, That His 
Majeſtie will be gratiouſly pleaſed to command that Signaror, al- 
ready ſigned by His Royall hand ( or to figne another of the 
ſamine tenor , whereof they deliver the juſt double to His Maje- 
ſties Commiſſioner for that effect ) to be ſent to this Kingdome,and 
deliveredto the Commithoners from this Aſſembly , who are to 
ſit at Edinburgh , or to the Procurator of the Kirk , whereby His 
Majeſtie ſhall more and more oblige this whole Kirk to pray for a 
bleſfing from Heaven upon His Royall Perſon and Govern- 


ment. 


Seſl. XI. 5. eAug. 1642. 


The «Aſſemblies Letter to the Commiſſioners of 
this Kingdome at London. 


Right Honourable, | | 
NESZTOISE have received your Lordſhips Letter , with the 
DZCc%) Declaration ofthe Parliament of Enzland, and have 

RW ſent this Noble bearer ro His Majeſty with our 
- Dt humble ſupplication,8 ta your Lordſhips with our 
ES Anſwer,carneſtly deſiring Unity of Religion , and 
| : * Uniformity of Kirk-government,to be preſented by 
your Lordfhips,& this Noble bearer,to the hon: Houſes of Parlia- 


ment. Your Lordſhips will perceive by the incloſea Copies,and by 
| D Our 
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our deſires to His Majeſties honourable Privie Councell and Com- 
miſfioners for theconſervation of thePeace,to joyn their beſt endea- 
vours with His Majeftie and the Parl;ament, and their directions to 
your Lordſhips,by our leaving a Commiſſion behinde us , to con- 
curre with them in all Eccleſtaſtick wayes , and by our appointing 
publick Prayers, and a ſolemne Faſt through this Kirk, for the fur- 
therance of this great Work of Reformation , ana continuance of 
the common Peace, that this Unitie in Religion, and Uniformitie 
of Kirk-government,is the chiefeſt ot our defires,prayers and cares: 
Whereunto as we have been encouraged by the faithfull labours of 
the Commiſhoners of this Kingdome in the late Treaty , and con- 
rinued and renewed by your Lordſhips; ſo we are affured,that your 
Lordſhips will omit no lawfull meane,argument, or occaſion of ſe- 
conding the {amine there, And advertiſing our Commiſſioners 
at Edinburzh, wherein they may further concurre with your Lord- 
ſhips, forthe furtherance of the Work, which tends ſo much to the 
glory of God, advancement of Chriſts Kingdome, increaſe of the 
honour and happineſſe of our Soveraigne , and the peace and 
welfare of theſe Kingdomes, whereby your Lordihips will oblige 
this Kirk more and more to pray for a bleſſing on your perſons and 
travels, and to reſt | 
Tours in the Lord 
S.Andrewes 5. Auguſt The Commiſsioners of the Gencrall 
1642. Aſſembly. 


A Letter from ſome Miniſters 
of England. 


Reverend and wel-belowed in our Lord and $Savionr. 


ASRAgpE received with much joy and ſatisfaction , the Anſwer 
- IF <> which your .Generall Aſſembly vouchſated us to our 
= 2&2 Letters of the laſt year. Some of us in the name of our 
SS S2> Brethren, thought it then fit by Maſter © lexander Hen- 
derſon ( a brother ſo juſtly approved by you , and honoured by us ) 
to returne our deſerved thanks. And we now further think it equall 
upon this occaſion , to make a more publick acknowledgement of 
ſuch a publick favour. You were then pleaſed ro give us fair 
grounds,to expe that brotherly advice and endeavours,which the 
common cauſe of Chrift , and the mutuall intereſt of the united 
Nations, command us now again to ask , if not to challenge. We 
doubt not bur your experience , rogether with your intelligence, 
abundantly informes you of our condition, what various admint- 
{trations of providence we have paſſed through, and we ſtill Iye be- 
twixt hopes and fears, a fit temper for working ; the God of all 
grace 
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orace enable us to improveit. As our hopes are not ſuch as may 
make us fear, ſo neither doe our Feares prevail, to the caſting away 
our confidence. Your owne late condition, together with this De- 
claration of ours preſent,may acquaint you with the certain,though 
ſubtil,authors and fomentors of theſe our confuſed conflits:which 
we conceive to be the Hierarchicall Faction , who have no way to 
peace and fafetie , but through the trouble and danger ofothers. 
Our prayers and endeayours,according to our meaſure, have been, 
and ſhall be for the ſupplanting and rooting up wharſoever we find 
ſo prejudiciall to the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdome of Chriſt,and 
the peace of our Soveraigne. And that this Declaration of our 
ſelves may not leave you unſatisfied , wethink it neceſlary further 
to expreſle, That the deſire of the moſt godly and conſiderable part 
amoneſt us, is, that the Presbyterian Government, which hath juſt 
and evident Foundation both in the Word of God,& religious rea- 
ſon,may be eſtabliſhed amongſt us,and that(according to your inti« 
mation ) we may agree in one Confeſſion of Faith, one direcorie of 
Worſhip,one publick Catechiſme & torm of government: Which 
things, it they were accompliſhed , we ſhould much rejoyce in our 
happy ſubjection to Chriſt our Head ; and our defired affociation 
with you'our beloved brethren. For the betrereffefting whereof,we 
thought it neceſſary, not only to aquaint you with what our deſires 
are in themſelves,bur likewiſe to you, that is, that what way ſhall 
ſeem moſt fit to the wiledome of that grave 6 religious Aſſembly, 
may be taken forthe furtherance of our indeavours in this kind. We 
underſtand that our Parliament hath been before hand with us in 
this intimation,and it cannot but be our duty,who are ſo muchcon- 
cerned in the bulineſſe, to adde what power the Lord hath gi- 
ven us with you to the ſame purpoſe. This defigne and deſire of 
ours , hath enemies on the Lett-hand ; and diſſenting brethren on 
the Right; but we doubt not, that as our hearts juſtifie us that our 
intentions are right, and ſuch as we conceive tend moſt dire! 
to the glory of God,and the peace of the Churches of the Saints; 
ſo ( by your brotherly concurrence in the moſt ſpeedy and effeQu- 
all way you can find out) the Work will in Gods due time , re- 
ceivea prayed tor,hoped for iſſue. We ſhall not need by many argu- 
ments from matuall National intereſt { though we know you will 
not overlook them to inforce this requeſt, the firme bond where- 
with weareall united in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , we are afſured will 
alone engage your faithfull endeavours in this buſineſſe.To him we 
commit you, with theſe great and important affaires you have in 
hand. Be pleaſed ro accept of theſe as the expreſſion of the mindes 
of our many godly and faithfull Brethren , whoſe hearts wedoubr 
not of,neither necd you,thoughtheir hands in regard of the ſudden- 


'nefſe of this opportunity could not be ſubſcribed together with 


ours, Whoare 

3» Your moſt affectionate friends and brethren 
Lonqon 2 2 .F!» 7n the Work of the Lord. 
1642. D 2 Anſwer 
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Anſwer to the Miniſters Letter. 
Rizht rewerend and beloved in the Lord Feſns. 


OHA our Anſwer to the Declaration ſent unto us from 
28928 the honourable Houſes of Parliament,ye may perceive 


tale D 

Irs B Peta your Letter which-came into our hands ſo ſeaſo- 
ISS nably , was not only acceptable unto us , but hath al- 
BASPOYAr at encouraged us to renew both to the Kings Maje- 
ſtie and the Houſes of Parliament, The defires of the late Commil- 
ſioners of this Kingdome for Unity inReligion,in the four particu- 
lars remembred by you: We cannot be ignorant but the oppoſition 
fromSatan 8& worldly men in Kirk 8 Policy,will ſtill be vehement 
as it hath been already , But we are confident through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that the prayers and indeavours of the godly in both 
Kingdomes , will bring the Work to a wiſhed, and bleffed Iſſue. 
This whole nationall Kirk is ſo much concernedin that Reforma- 
tion and Unity of Religion in both Kingdomes , that withour ir 
we cannot hope for any long time to enjoy our puritie and peace, 
which hath coſt us ſo dear, 8 is now our chiefeſt comfort andgrea- 
teſt treaſure: Which one cauſe (bsfide the Honour of God, and the 
happineſle of the People of God in that Kingdome,more defired of 
us then Our lives ) is more then ſufhcient tro move us, To contri- 
bute all that is in our power for bringing it to paſſe. And ſince we 
have with fo great liberty made our defires and hopes known both” 
to King and Parliament , it is a duety incumbent both to you and 
us , who make mention of the Lord , and are Watch-men upon 
the Walls of Feruſalem , never more to keep filence nor to hold 
our peace day nor night, till the righteouſneſſe of Sion go forth 
as brightneſle, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. 
And if it ſhall pleaſe the Lord ro move the hearts of King & Parlia- 
ment , to hearken unto the motion, for which end we have re- 
ſolved to keep a {olemne Faſt and Humiliation 1n all the Kirks of 
this Kingdome , the mean by which we have prevailed in times 
paſt, we wiſh that the Work may be begun with ſpeed, and proſe- 
cuted with diligence by the joynt labours of ſome Divines in both 
Kingdomes, who may prepare the {ame for the view and examina- 
tion of amore frequent Eccleſiaſtick meeting of the beſt affeed to 
Reformarion there , and of the Commiſhoners of the Generall A{- 
ſembly here , that in end it may have the approbation of the Gene- 
rall Aſſembly here,and of all the Kirks there , in the beſt way that 
maybe, -we wiſhand hope art laft in a nationall Aſſembly ; Our 
Commiſſioners at Fdznburgh, ſhall in our name receive and return 
anſwers for promoving ſo great a Work', which we with our heart 
and our ſoule recommend ro the bleſſing of God , wecontinue, 


A 


Tour loving brethren and 
fellow-labourers. 


Ad 
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eAt for my Lord Maitlands' preſenting the 
— vA ſſemblies Supplication to His eMajeſtie, 

and for going to the (,ommiſſioners at London, 
with the eAnſwer to the Parhament of Eng - 
lands Declaration. 


[He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the neceſſity of 
ſending ſome perſon of good worth and qualitie for 
to preſenttheir humble Supplication to His Majeſtie, 
and to deliver their dire&tons to the Commiſſioners 
| ofthis Kingdome , now at Londoz, with their Decla- 
3 ration tothe Parliament of Ezzland, and anſwer to ſome wel-affe- 
ed Miniſters of that Kirk : And having certaine knowledge of 
the worth, abilitie ; and faithfulneſſe of Fohn Lord Maitland, 
one of their number , who being witneſſe to all their intentions 
and proceedings can beſt relate their true loyaltie and reſpec to 
their Soveraizne , and brotherly affection to the Kirk and Kindome 
of Enzland therein ; Therefore doe unanimouſly require his Lord- 
ſhips paines by repairing to Court , and to Londen tor the premil- 
ſes, which hereby they commit to his diligence and fidelitie , wil- 
ling his Lordſhip to make accompr of his proceedings herein to 
their Commiſſioners appointed to fit at Edinburgh. 


Y 


Self. XII. 5. e ug. poſt meridiem. 


(,ommiſton for publick affairs of this Kirk , and 
for proſecuting the aefures of this «Aſſembly to 
Hr «AM ajeſtie and the Parliament of Eng- 
jand.. 


PY He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the laudable cuſtome 
@ of this Kirk for ro appoint ſome Commiſhoners in the 

2 1Ocerim betwixt Aſſemblies for preſenting of Overtures 
E&%wEAA and proſecuting the other deſires of the Kirk tro His Ma- 
jeſtie , the Lords of His Couincell. and the eſtates of Parliament ; 
And taking to their conſideration the preſent condition of the Kirk 
of England , with the Declaration thereof ſent downe from the 
Parliament, and ſome reverend brethren of the Miniſterie there, 
with their own Anſwer to the Parliament and Miniſterie, and their 
humble Supplication to His Majeſtie for Unitie of Religion and 
Unitormitie of Kirk-government, And withall —— - 56 
efires 
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deſires to the Honourable Lords of His Majeſttes ſecret Councell, 
and tothe Commiſſioners appointed by the King and Parliament, 
for conſervation of the common peace , That they would joyne 
their concurſe in their deſires ro His Majeſtie and Parliament, and 
dire&ions to the Commiſſioners of this Kingdome at London for 
the time. And likewiſe conſidering their good hopes from Gods 
oratious favonr to this Iland , that by his good providence he will 
in his own way and time ſettle this great Work through this whole 
Ile, And thar it is both our earneſt deſire & Chriſtian duty to uſe all 
lawfull meansand Eccleſiaſtick wayes for furtherance of fo great a 
Work, continuance ofthe common peace betwixt theſe nations, 
& keeping a brotherly correſpondence betwixt theſe Kirks. There- 
fore the Aſſembly thinks it neceſlary before their diſſolving, to ap- 
point.and by theſe preſents doe nominate & appoint Maſters, _47- 
drew Ram[ay, Alexander Henderſon, Robert Dowglas,William Colwill, 
William Bennet Miniſters at Edinburgh, Maſter William Arthur Mi 
niſter at S.Cuthbert, Maſter Fames Robertſon , John Logan , Robert 
Lightoun, Commiſſioners from Dalkeith tothis Aſſembly : Maſters, 
Andrew Blackhall, Fames Fleeming , Robert Ker , Commiſhoners 
from Hadznztonn to this Aſſembly : Maſters,George Hamilton, Robert 
Blair, Arthur cMortoun, David Dalzleiſh, Andrew Bennet, Walter 
Greg, Fobn Moncreff, Fohn Smith, Georze Gilleſpie, Fohn Row, Fohn 
Duncan, Walter Bruce , Commilsioners tor the Presbyteries within 
the Province of Fyffe : Maſter David Calderwood Miniſter at Per- 
caitland , Maſter oo Adamſon Principall of theColledge of Edin- 
burgh,Maſter Fohz Strang Principall of the Colledge of Glaſgow, 
Maſter Davis Dickſon, Maſter Fames Bovar , Maſter Robert Baillie, 
Maſter Fohnz Bell , Maſter Robert Ramſay , Maſter George Young, 
Maſter Henry Guthric, Maſter Samuel Ouſtein , Maſter Fohn Robert- 
ſon Miniſter at S.Fohnſtoun, Maſter John Robertſon Miniſter at Dur- 
die, Maſter Fohn Home Miniſter at Eckills , Maſter Anarew Cant, 
Maſter William Gnild , Maſter Samucl Rutherfuird , Maſter James 
Martin, Maſter Alexander Monroe, Maſter Robert Murray , Maſter 
ohn Maclellan, _Andrew Doncanſon, Maſter Silveſter Lambie, Ma- 
ſter Gilbert Roſs, Miniſters : Marqueſle of Arzyle, Earles of Lau- 
derdail, Glencarne, Kinghorne, Eglintoun, Weemes, Caſsils : Lords, 
Gordoun, Maitland, Balcarras , Sir Patrick Hepburne of Wauchtoun, 
Sir David Home of Wedderburne, Sir David Creightoun of Lugtoun, 
Sir David Barclay of Cullearnie, Fohn Henderſon of Fordell, Maſter 
George Winrame of Libbertoun, Sir Robert Drummond, Sir . William 
Carmichaell , Fohn Binnie , Thomas Paterſon , Fohn Sempill ;Fohn 
Kennedy of Air, Fohn Leſlie from Aberdene , William Glendinninz 
Proveſt of Kirknbrizht, Fohn ColFear,Ruling Elders, with the con- 


curſe of the Procurator of the Kirk : And grants to them full 


Power and Commiſsion in this i»terimz , betwixt and the next Aſ- 
ſembly, for to meetand conveen at Edinburgh upon the ſeventeene 
day otthis moneth of £x2u/?,and upon any other day , or inany 
other place, as they ſhall think convenient : And being met and 

6 convee- 
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conveened , or any fifteene of them , there being alwayes twelve 
Miniſters preſent: With fall power for to conſider and performe 
what they finde neceſſary tor the Miniſterie, by preaching,fupplica- 
ting, preparing of draughts of one Confefhon , one Cochin, 
one directory of publick Worſhip (which are alwayes to be reviſed 
by the next Generall Aſſembly ) and by all other lawfull and Ec- 
clefiaſtick wayes. , for furtherance of this great Work, in the Uni- 
on of this Iland in Religion and Kirk-government:, and for.conti- 
nuance of our owne peaceat home , and of che common peace be- 
rwixt the Nations , and keeping of good correſpondence betwixt 
the Kirks of this Iland. Like as if it ſhall pleaſe God ro blefſe. che 
prayers andendeavours of his Saints for this bleſfed Union', and 
rhat if either the Lords of Councell , or Commiſhioners for the 
Peace ſhall require their concurle at home orabroad, by ſending 
Commiſſioners with theirs ro His Majeſty and Parliament for that 
effect , or that they themſelves ſhall finde it neceſſary ; The Afſem- 
bly grants full power to them, not only to concurre by all lawtull 
and Eccleſfiaſtick wayes , with the Councell and Conſervators of 
the Peace at home, bur alſo ro ſend ſome to preſent and proſe- 
cute their deſires and humble advice to His Majeſty and the. Par- 
liament,and the Mijniſterie there, for the furthering. and perfe&ing 
of ſo good and greata Worke. Like as , with power to them to 
promove their other defires , overtures- , and recommendations 
of this Aſſembly, to the Kings Majeſtie , Lords of>Councell, 
Seſſion, Exchequer, and Commiſhoners of Partament, for plan- 
tation of Kirks, for common burdens, or co ſervation of the 
common peace , and to the Parliament of this Kingdome , incaſe 
it fall out pro re zata before the next Aſſembly. And ſuch- 
like, with as full power to them to proceede , treat and de- 
termine in any other matters to be committed to them by this 
Aſſembly , as if the ſamine were! herein particularly inſert, 
and with as ample power to proceede in the_ matters particu- 
larly or generally above-mentioned , as any Commailsioners of 
Generall Afemblies have had , and have beene in uſe of be- 
fore : They being alwayes comprtable to, and cenſurable by the 
next Generall Aſſembly, for their proceedings thereanent. 
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A Letter from ſome diſtreſſed Profeſſors 
EL i - 1h Ireland. ws 
Zothe reverend and right Honourable the » Mo- 
_ derator and remanent members of the Generall 
' Afembly of Scotland , conveened at S. At- 
© drews,mn luly 1642. T he humble Petition of the 
moſt part of the Scottiſh Nation in the North 


- 


of Ireland, mtheir owne names, and inname of 
the reſt of the Proteſtants there. 


'* Humbly ſheweth, 
EY Hat where your Petitioners, by the great bleſſing of 
A025 theLord ; enjoyed fora little while a peaccable 
9G T FS and fruittull Miniſterie ofthe Goſpel , yet through 
: 1 Os our own abuſe of ſo rich a mercy , and through the 


\\u 


- 


f 


x En: oyranny of the Prelates , we have beena long time 
ApzP*&eW poyled of our Miniſters (a yoke to many of us hea- 
vier then death 7) 'who being chaſed into Scotland , were not alto- 
gether un-ufetull in the day of your need ; And we having been 
fince oppreſled and, ſcattered;,as ſheep who have no ſhepherd , now 
at laſt the wiſe and righteous hand of the Lord, by the ſword ofthe 
Rebells , hath beretrus of our friends,and ſpoiled us of our goods, 
and left-us but a few, and that a poore handfull of many , and hath 
chaſed from us the reſt that were called our Miniſters; the greateſt 
part whereof we could ſcarce eſteeme ſuch.as being rather Officers 
roput the Prelars TnjunCtions in execution,then feeders of our ſouls: 
So that now being viſited with ſword and ſicknefle, and under 
ſome apprehenſion of famine, if withall we ſhall taſte of the ſoreſt 
of all plagues, to be altogether deprived of the Miniſterie of the 
Word , we ſhall become in ſo much a worle condition then any 
Pagans,as that once we enjoyeda better : Neither know we what 
hand to turne us to for help , bur to the Land ſo far obliged by the 
Lords late rare mercies, and fo far enriched to furniſh helpe of that 
kind; a Land whence many of us drew our bloud and breath, 
and where ( pardon the neceflary boldnefle ) ſome of our own 
Miniſters now are , who were ſo violently plucked from us,fo fore 
againſt both their own and our wills; yea , the Land that ſo ten- 
derly in their. boſomes received our poore out-caſts., and that hath 
already ſent us ſo richaſupplie ofable and proſperous Souldiers to 


revenge our wrong. 
Therefore 
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. . Therefore,although we'know that your zeal and brotherly afte- 
ion would urge youto take notice withqut our advertiſement,yer 
Give.us leave inthe-bowels of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; toentrear; if 
there be any conſolation in/Chriſt , it' any comfort of love ;-if any! 
fellowſhip. 'of the: ſpirit ,-ifany bowels of. mercy;that now inthis 
nick of time , when'the {word of the Enemy: making way for # 
more profitable entertaining the Goſpel , having alſo. baniſhed! che 
Prelates & their followers,when our extremicy;of diſtreſle, and the: 
fair hopes of ſpeedy {ertling of peace, hath,opened ſo fair: a/toore 
t9 the Goſpel , you would take the cauſe of your younger ſiſter, 
* that hath no breſts, ro your ſerious conſideration, and- pity-poore 
©M acedontans crying'to you., that ye would come over and help.us, 
being the ſervants of the God of your Fathers ,-and claiming inte- 
reſt with you ina.common Covenant , that according to the; g00d 
hand of God upon us,ye may ſend us Miniſters for the houſe of our. 
God. ' We do not take upon us to preſcribe ro you the-way; os the 
number, but in the view of all, the finger of the Lord points at 
theſe, whom though perſecution of the Prelats drew from us:,- yer 
our intereſt in them could not be taken away , wherein-we-tru{t;in 
regard of ſeverall of them , called home by death , your boun- 
tie, will ſuper-adde ſome. able men of your own that may help 
to lay the foundation of Gads houſe,according to the Pattern. But 
for theſe ſo unjuſtly reft from us, not only our neceſſity, but equi- 
ty pleads , that either you would ſend themall over , which were a. 
Work to be parallelled to the glories of the Primitive times , or at 
leaſt that you woulddedlare them tranſportable, that when Invita- 
rors ſhall be ſent to any ofthem , wherein they may diſcerne a call 
from God, there may be no difficultie in their looſing from thence, 
bur they may come back to perfe& what they began , and may get 
praiſe and fame inthe Land, where they wete' put to ſhame.” Ne> 
ther are you to queſtion your power over us foto doe , or. craye-2 
preſident of your owne practice in that kind; for our extraordinary\ 
need calling on you, furniſheth you with a power to. make this a 
preſident for the like caſes hereafter: hereinif youſhall lay aſide the 
particular concernement of ſome few places, which you may eafily 
out of your rich Nurſeries , plant again , and make uſe of your pu- 
blick ſpirirs, which are not ſpent jy, increaſes by.yorrſo many 
noble defignes ; you ſhall leave upon us and our poſterittethe-ſtamp 
of an obligation that cannor| be delete ; or that cannot beexpreſled; 
you ſhall ſend to all the neighbouring Churches a-patterne, &-erect 
for after-ages a monument of ſelf denying tender zeale 5 you ſhall, 
disburden the Land of the many out-caſts, who will follow:over 
their Miniſters;and you ſhall make it appear,that the chixrliſh boun- 
ty of the Prelars, which at firſt caſt ſome of theſe men over to. us, 
15 not. comparable with the cheerfull liberalitie of a rightly conſti- 
cure Generall Aſſembly , ro whom we areperſwaded / the-Lord 
will give ſeed for the loane which you beſtow; onthe Lord z, yea; 
the, day may come, when a Generall Aſſembly in this Land 'may 
| | E returne 
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returneto youthe firſt frairs of thanks , forthe plants of your free 
gift. And although you were ſcant of furnixure of this kinde'yout 
ſelves, or might apprehend more need then formerly , yet doubt- 
teſle, your bowels of compaſſion would make your deep povertie 
even itt 4 great tryall of afflition , abound to the riches of your 
liberaltie. Bur now-ſeeing you abound 1n all things, and have for- 
merly given ſo ample a proot of your large beſtowingion Churches 
abroad in Germanie and France , knowing that you are not wearied 
in well-doing , we confidently promiſeto our ſelves in youtname, 
that ye will abound in this grace alſo , following the example of 
ourEbrd, and the Primitive Churches , who alwayes ſent our di- 


{ciples in paires. But if herein our hopes ſhall taile us , we ſhall not 


knuw whether to wiſh that we had dyed with our Brethren by the 
Enemies hand ; for we ſhall be as if ir were faid unto us , Goe ſerve 
drher gods ; yet looking for another kinde of Anſwer at your hands, 
for in this you areto us as an Angel of God, we have ſent theſe bea- 
ters, Maſter Fohz Gordonn, and Maſter Hrgh Campbell our Brethren, 
who may more particularly informe you of our caſe, and defire that 
4ttheit recurne, they may refreſh the bowels of 


Tour moſt inſtant and carneſt 
Supplicants. 


--». » Commuſtton to ſome «Miniſters to. 


go to Ireland. 


"# 
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þ He Aſſembly having received a Petition , ſubſcri- 


22> bed by a conſiderable number in the North of 

78d Ireland , intimating their deplorable condition, 

- $22 through want of the Miniſteric of the Goſpel, 
TX occafioned by the tyrannie ot the Prelars, and the 
YR MWD (word of the Rebels,and deſiring ſome Miniſters, 
eſpecially ſuchas had beene chaſed from them , by the perſecution 
ot the Prelats , and fore others to be added , either to be ſent pre- 
{emly over to reſ1de amongſt them,or declared tranſportable, that 
upon invitation from them.they might goe and ſettle there; roge- 
ther with {ome particular Petitions , deſiring the returne of ſome 
matrticular Miniſters, who had laboured there before: All which the 
Aftembly hath taker to their ſerious conſideration , being rmoſt 
heartily willing ro fytrpathize with every member of Chriſts Bo- 
dy; although never fo femote ; much more with that Planration 
there, which -forthe moſt part was a Branch of the Lords Vine, 
planced in this Land, In'which ſollicitude, as they would be loath 
£6 ulurpe without ' their own bounds, or ſtretch themſelves be- 
yohd their owne' meaſure ; ſo they dare not be wanting, 
4 52 BY | x 
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tro the enlargement of Chriſts Kingdome , where ſo loud a cry of 
ſo extreame neceſſitie,could not bur ſtyrre up the bowels of Chri- 
ſtian compaſſon. And although they conceive, thar the preſent 
unſettled condition both of Church, and State,and Land , will nor 
ſuffer them as yet to looſe any to make conſtant abade there ;' yer 
they have eleived ro {end over ſome, for the preſent exigenr till 
the next Generall Aſſembly ,by courſes, to ay there four yionerhs 
allanerly : And therefore doe hereby authorize and give Comp; 
ſion to the perſons following , to wit, Maſter Revert Blary , Mini- 
{ter at S. Andrewes , and Maſter Fames Hamilton , Miniſter at Duw- 
freisfor the firſt foure monerhs : Maſter Rabert Ramſay , Minift 
Glaſsow , and Maſter Fohn Mactlland , Miniſter at Kirbudhrezhy, 
for the next four moneths : and to Maſter Robert Batlle., projetdos 


HH i e- INS Oo 


into the North of Trelazd,, and there to viſit, comfort , infiryut and 
encourage tht ſcattered flocks of Chriſt , ro employ to their nitter- 
moſt with all faithtulneſle and finglenefle of hearr , in planting and 
watering according tothe direction of Jeſus Chriſt, and according 
ro the dofrine and diſcipline of this Church. in all things, And 
if need be ( with concurrence of ſuch of the Miniſters of the Ar- 
my as are there ) to try and ordain ſuch as ſhall be found qualified 
forthe Miniſtrie, Giving charge unto the perſons foreſaid inthe 
ſight of God, that in dodtrine, in worthip,in diſcipline, and in their 
dayly converſation , they ſtudie to approve themſelves as the Mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt,and that they be comptable ro the General! 
Aſſembly of thisKirk,in all things. And in caſe it any ofthe above- 
mentioned Miniſters be impeded by ſicknefle , or otherwiſe ne- 
ceſlarily derained from this ſervice , the Aflembly ordaines the 
Commiſſioners reſiding at Edinburgh , for the publick affairs of 
the Church, ro nominate in their place well qualified men, who 
hereby are authorized ro undertake the foreſaid employmeat, as 
it they had beene expreſſely nominate in the face ofthe Aſſembly. 
And this, although poſſibly it ſhall nor fully ſarisfie the long expe- 
tation of the Brethren in relax, yet the Afembly is confident 
they will take in good part at this time, that which ts judged moſt 
convenient fortheir preſent condition , even a lent mute out -of 
their own, not very great plenty , to ſupply the preſent neceffity; 
requiring of theng no other recompence , but that they Mall cheer- 
fulnefle may embrace and make uſe of the meſſage of ſalvation, 
and promiſing to enlarge their indebted bounty at the next Aﬀlem- 
bly.as they ſhall finde the Worke of the Lord there rorequite. In 
the meane while ,, wiſhing that theſe who are ſent ; may come. 
wihche full blefſing of the Goſpel and peace ,and xecommending 
them, their labours , and theſe ro whom they are ſent , to the rich 
bleſsing of the great ſhepherd of the flock. 
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24. The Generall Aſſembly, 164-2. 
Sefl. XIII. 6. Aug. 1642. 
Act againſt /landering of M1. mniſters. 


PEST Ay He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the malice of 
/ PN @e-2 divers perſons in raiſing calumnies and ſcandalls 
Ng againſt Miniſters , which is not onely injurious ro 
Ya 2599 their perſons , and diſcreditable to the holy cal- 
WEI GT ling of the Miniſterie , but doth alſo prove often 
A GAREIMR 2 great prejudice and hinderance to the promoving 
of the Goſpel : Doe therefore ordaine Presbyteries and Synods 
to proceed diligently in proceſle againſt all perfons , that ſhall re- 

roach or ſcandall Miniſters , with the cenſures-of the Kirk , even 


wy the higheſt, according as they ſhall finde the degree or quality of 
the ſcandall deſerve. | : 


A, > anent ordering of the «Aſſembly Houſe. 


=@He Aſſenibly for better order in time coming ordains the 
= I * Ac of the Afﬀembly at Aberdeene for ordering the 
RAE Houſe of the Aſſembly to- be kept hereafter puncually. - 
that effe&, that the ſamine be reade the firſt Sefſion of eve- 


ry Afembly. 


FY — 
ART 


G. Aug. 164.2. 


o Alt for remembring in publick prayers the de- 
fares of the Aſſemblie to th? King and Parlia- 
ment , and indiftion of a publick Faſt. 


SEGSZRESSHe Generall Aſſembly being deſirous ro promove 
SSRSS the great work of Unity in Religion, andUnitor- 

© ©>0) mity in Church-government , in all thir three 
Dominions,for which the Afſembly hath humbly 
YS9e- (upplicar the Kings Majeſtie,and remonſtrate their 
WG/AS deſires to the Parliament of England , left they 


thould be wanmung in any meane that may further ſo glorious and 
{o:good a Work : Doe ordaine, that not only the ſaid Declaration 
_ tothePartiament, and ſupplication to the Kings Majeſtie, ſhall be. 
accompanied with the earneſt Petitions and prayers of the whole 
Brethren in private and publick , for the Lords bleſſing thereunto, 


according to the laudable cuſtome of our predeceſlors , who in the 
| year 
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T he Generall Aſſembly, 164.2. 25 
year of God 1589. ordaines that the Brethren in their private and 
publick prayers , recommend unto God the eſtate ofthe afflited 
Church of England: Burt having juſt cauſe of fear , that the iniqui- 
ties of the Land , which-ſo much abound , may marre this {o 
oreat a Work , doealfo ordain a folemne Faſt. to be kept on the 
ſecond Lords day of September , and the Wedneſday following 
throughout the whole Kingdome for the cauſes after pecified, 

Groſle ignorance and all ſort of wickedneſſe among the greater 
part, ſecurity, meer formalitie and untruitfulnefſe among the beſt, 
and unthankfulneſle in all. | 

The ſword raging throughout all Chriſtendome , but moſt bar- 
barouſly in Treland, and dayly more and more threarned in Enzland, 
through the lamentable diviſion betwixt the King and the Parlia- 
ment there , tending tothe ſubyerſion of Religion and Peace in all 
the three Kingdomes. | # 

That God may gratiouſly bleſſe the ſupplication ofthe Aſſem- 
bly tothe Kings Majeſty , and their motion to the Parliament of 
England, for Unity in Religion, and Uniformity of Kirk-govern- 
ment , andall other means which may ſerve for the promoving of 
ſo great a Worke, and advancement of the Kingdome of Chriſt 
every where. ps 5 T3. 

That God may powerfully overturne all wicked plots and de- 
ſignes of Antichriſt and his followers , and all diviſive motions 
againſt the courſe of Reformation , and the ſo much longed for 
Union of the King and Parliament. 

That God may blefle the harveſt. 


FTIR Y ah 


—P_— Day” Loma 


Reference from the Presbyterie 
_ of Kirkcaldie. 


2 SNent the Aﬀts of the Aſſemblies , for obſeryation of the 
+ þ = Lords Day, profaned by going of Salt-pans , That this 
ISAT Aſſembly would declare thelimits of the Sabbath , during 


which the Pannes ſhould ſtand. 


He Aſſembly referres the Anſwer of this Queſtion, to the Aits of 
| former Aſſemblies. 


Reference from the Synod of Fyffe. 


2238Hat the Provinciall of Angus keep their meeting on 
I 58 the ſame day with the Synod of Fyffe, which breakes the 


% correſpondence between them , appointed by the Generall 
Aſſembly of Glaſgow. 


ANSWER 


ITE 


LY 


V, 


36 The Generall Aſſembly, 1642. 


ANSWER. 


\V\He A ſſembl y ordaines the Provinciall CA ſſembly of Angus to 
| keep their firſt meeting upon the third Tueſday of April, conforme 
to the CA of the ſaid Aſſembly of Glaſgow. 


Overtures to be adviſed by Presbyteries 
againſt the next Aſſembly. 


Ear Ow Appeals ſhall be brought in to the Generall Aſem- 
[12 blics, and by whart ſort of citation, 
a What ſhall be thepreſcription of ſcandalls , within 
© what ſpace of time ſhall they be challenged, whether af- 
ter three years , the Miniſter having been allowed and approved in 
life and doQtrine by Synods, Presbyteries, and Viſitations. 
"What order ſhall be taken for keeping General Aſſemblies,when 
Presbyteries ſend nor the full number of Commiſſioners : Or 


when the Commiſhoners abide nor untill the concluſion and diſ- 


ſolving of the Aſſembly. h | 
Order to be adviſed for Teſtimonialls. 


| 


ST: A ef appoints the next Generall Aſſembly to hold at Edin- 
L 


burgh the firſt Wedneſday of Auguſt, 1643. 
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INDEX OF THE PRINCIPALL 
Ads ofthe Generall Aﬀemblies holden at 


ED1NnNBzURGH 1639, At AR ERDENE 1640, 
ArS.AnDrEWsandEDpIN>YuURGH IG641. 
andat S ANDREWS I642. which 

_ are not printed. 


Index of the bs eAtts of the Aſſembly at 
Edinburgh 1639. not printed. = 


/A ANCRCED Traquair. CEIGS 

t T 7 Election of Maſter David Dickſon Moderator. 
05 In The Kings cMajeſties Commiſsioners,and the Aſſem- 
UII blies Declarations anent the Aſſembly of Glaſgow. 
BC; MM Renunciation of Maſter Alexander Lindlay pre- 


ADC < | --R 
" tended Biſhop of Dunkell, of Epiſcopacie. 

Commiſsion for viſitationof the Univerſitie of S. Andrews. 

Commiſsion for viſitation of the Univerſitie of Glaſgow. 


Ad reviving former Adts againſt going of $ alt-pannes on the Sabbath 


- day. 
A for drawing up of 4 Catechiſme. 
Articles and Overtures to be preſented to the enſuing Parliament. 


The report of the Committee appot 
The Kings Manifeſto, or Declaration. 


The Covenant or Confeſsion of Faith. | 
Tle of Boot tothe Presby- 


Act anent the adjoyning of ſome Kirks in the 
terie of Denune. 


Act adjoyning ſome Kirks in the Iles of Coill aud Tyrieto the Provin- 


cal of Kilmoire. | 
Co:2724{sion for viſitation of the Colledge of Aberdene. 
Co,z-m1(s0n to the Presbyterie of Edinburgh. 


Tndex 


He Kings Majeſties Commiſsion to John Earle of 


nted for examination of the Book called, 


*—_ 
es <aBe- nec. pe re DI 


Index. 


Index of the principall Aets of the «A ſembly as 
Aberdene 1640. not printed. ....__ 


= - ae 

ez Lection of Maſter Andrew Ramſay Hoderator. 

v Act azarnſt-profaning of the Sabbath. 

Da), Act anent C harmcrs. 

' Act renewing of a former Act made againſt Priors and 

Abbots. WL», | 

WW ( ommiſ(sion for attending the Parliament. 
' Commui(sion anent the Province of Roſle. 

(ommiſsion anent the Presbyterie of Kirkwall. 

Act anent the Presbyterie-ſeat of Selkirk. | 

Report of the Fiſitors of the Univerſitie of Glaſgow , and a new Com- 
miſsion of viſitation of that Univerſity.” 

Act anent the carriaze of Miniſters. 

Act anent the ordering of Family Exerciſe. 

Act for Ruling Elders keeping of Presbyteries. © 

Act anent Magiſtrates being Members of Kirk Sefs10n. 

A pprobation of the procedings of the (ommiſsioners appointed to at- 
tend the preceding Parliament. | 

CAct anent aboliſhing of idolatrous monuments. 

Act anent aboliſhing of idolatrous monumtnts in and about Aberdene. 

The report of the Fiſitors of the Upiiverſity of Aberdene. 

Commiſsion for viſuting the Univerſity of Aberdene. 


Index of the principal Aﬀtsof the Aſembl holden 
at S. Andrews, and Edinburgh 164.1. 


ps Majeſties Commiſsion to John'Earle of Weemes. 
2p 4 Letter from the Parliament tothe Generall Aſſembly. 
Wea Act anent the continuation of Maſter Andrew Ram- 
P>D> Jay Modrrator. 2 OT 
Dp ho, 1115 Majeſtic Letter to the Aſſembly. 
LR Act anent the tranſlation of the Aſembh from S$.An- 
drews to Edinburgh, Sy 
Election of LM ap Alexander Henderſon Moderator. 
Declaration of the Aſſembly anent the tranſlation thereof to Edinburgh. 
Act for drawing up one (atcchiſme,one ( onfeſsion of faith, directory of 
publick worſhip and forme of Kirk-government. ' 
Act anent Maſter Andrew Ramfay's delivery to the Clerk the Books, 
Warneſius book. and others,which he received at Aberdene. | 
Overtures anent tranſportation of eMiniiters,and plantation of Schooles, 
recommenacd to be adviſed by Synods. 
Reference to the Parliament anent the Kirks of Dunkeld. 
Act anent eMaiter David Calderwood, 


Com- 


Index. 


Commiſsion anent erecting of a Presbytery in Biggar. 
Commiſsion for viſitation of Otknay and Tetland. 
Act anent bringing of the Synod Books to the Aſſemblies. | 
"Reference from the Parliament anent a Band and 1 paper called a Mani- 
teſto.” * | 
Act anent the deleting of the Earle of Traquaits Declaration out of the 
Books of ſecret Conneell, {VE _- 
Report of Overtwyes made anent the plantation of Kirks in High-lands. 
Commiſsion for viſitation of the Univerſity of S. Andrews. 
Commiſsion for viſitation of the Univerſity of Glaſgow. 
[ommiſs40n to attend the Parliament. 
Reference to that Commiſsion anent the Presbyterie of Sky. 


Index of the principall Aits of the «Aſſembly 
holden at S. Andrews, 27: Fuly 1642. 


not printed. 
: =D ou s Majeſties Commiſsion granted to Charles Earle of 
: ONE Dumfermling. 


; H rar Election of Maſter Robert Douglas Moderator. . 

E aſe Acceptation of the Commiſs10n from the Scottiſh Kirk 
BRAD wes. tn Sp 

; STS! at Campheir, granted to Maſter William Spang. 

* CA renewing the Commiſcions for wiſitatton of the Univerſities of 

4 Andrews and Glaſgow. | \.- 

CH anent deliverydf the Iriſh contribution to the receivers appointed 

| - bythe ſecret Conntecll, © RE 

* DAG anent idolatrous monuments in Ruthwall. 

CAA anent the Books of the Presbyteries in our CArmy that went to Eng- 
land. 

CA anent the planting of the Kirk of Kilwinning. 

Commi(si0n anent the erecting of a Presbyterie in Biggar. 

Act repealing the Act of the Synod of Galloway concerning tryall of 

actual Miniſters. | 

The Kings Declaration anent the gift of 500. lib. 

CAt for ſending of Expectants to Ireland, and for 4 Commiſsion to be 
arawn up to ſome Miniſters to go theve, - 

Recommendation to the Marques of Argyle anent Patrick Egertie Prieff, 
and all other Prieſts,or ſayers of Maſſe in the North Iles,or within the 
bounds of his Fuſticiarie, 

Act anent the reponing of Maſter Gilbert Power. 

Act for putting the Overtures anent maintaining of Burſars in every 
Presbyterie n practice. | ES | 

Report of the Commiſsion for reviſing of ſome Synod Books ; and. $he- 
Aſſemblies approbation.. <1 1-16 cio \no\ laps wats A Ee Fe m6 

CA for giving iranſumpts of the Covenant and Bund ff 

. CAct for ſending of Generall Acts f Mower to Synods,' fe 
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Index. 


Act anent James Murray. - \ - 


\ Ar RES! \ L 3. © | d--1 
Report of theCommittee of reports of the proceedings. of the Commiſstoners 
of the laſt Aſſembly ap poigted to attend the Parizament, with certain 
3, Byertures of the Aſſemblies approbation thereof, mith the double of the 
 Srgnator of 500.1ib.ſent to His Majeſtic. fy 
Gonspiſsion for viſuation of Orknay ang Zetland, 
Reference to the Commiſsion of this Aſſembly ,anent the choyſe of any Mi- 
: niſter to goe to]reland,, in,place of 'any of the ſix appointed by this, Af- 
ſembly to that effect, 1n caſe.they or any of them. be impeded by ſickneſſe 
or death. SIC On NC NG AO ON-AIR 
Recommendation of the Tles, Anandail, Eſcdaill, Liddiſdaill, &c. for 
want of Kirks and Schooles of the Presbyteries of L,ochmaben , ana 
Newbie, for want of a Civill Magiſtrate, to the Commiſsion for plan- 
tatron of Kirks, and ſecret Conncell, reſpeaive. 
Reference tothe Conmiſsion of this Aſſembly for planting of the Kirks of | 
nn 2k IEEE | 
Act anext Maſter Colvils izvitation to. $. Andrews. \ > 
Commiſion anent the planting gf .the. Lazdward Kirk.of $. Andrews. | 
References and Overtures, amd the Aſſemblies anſwer thereto. bY 
Reference to the Commiſsion of this Aſſembly anent Maſter James 
RSS}: Es es " 
Referenceto the Commiſsiop, of this Aſſembly anent the- planting of the © 
"Fikof Dundie.” ©, DN I ne 
overtwves anent the Kirk of Campheir. 


FY. 1 x 4 - n * 1 , 


Recommendation th the Maziſtrates of Glaſgow auent mundayes market. 
Att anemt giving intothe Clerk the Liſt of Expectants. 

Act giving power and Spervie ro Sir. Archibald Johnſtoun Procurator, | 
© for the Kirk, and (ler to the Generall Aſſembly ., to adjoyne any ts | 
himſelf, or to depute any in theſe Offices whom e ſhall think fil, © 


F 
' 288 
2 $L65 
TX TE 
n 4 GL; 
2: & ... , <> BY 
® "LA J & I \\ % 4 HA 
i BlT-+ 3 
' K? 
"Hl 
"; 
LES 
Lan.) & 
Gam = Fo a © mace. camber —_ — tat pyY EY —_—_— — 
SY .  Þ4 bk WH 2 4 
\ 
F 
\ 
= , Y - Y @ p © 
«® , * a ®* hy 4 4 - S% Pa ©. 9! 
- & 
w , \ - , b , ; 
6. z : »y 4 6. ; wu 4. EY _ «, : 
C L 4 . of 4 % " . k 
0 « 
» * 
+ 3 \$ 
LL -. =_ k o 
£ 
Ms —— 4 t | "EIS —_— 
— 
* ,. IE 
| he 6 0 f ) % & 4 * oi v ® 5.4 * _— 
2 o S » : b , ” . % 0 bo © » . 0 . = - S 5 Y \ 
A —e—— c7 HET. - 
2 wry Faults e[capeds | 
+. 
de- 
Y for confioe 
i - tet 
$26.10)" 
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6x1, adde , not printed. 


re _ 
PRINCIPALL 
ACTS 
Or Tre 
GENERALL 


ASSEMBLY, 


CONVEENED 


ArEvinBurGn the ſecond day 
of Aupuſt 1643. 
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EDINBURGH, 


Printed by Evan Tris R, Printer to the 
| Kengs moſt Excellent Mijeſt ec. 


Anno Dam. 1643. 


